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Background In 2011, Montgomery County planners began working on a bus rapid transit (BRT) 
network to improve accessibility and mobility throughout Montgomery County. BRT’s 
more efficient use of public right-of-way will support economic development in an 
environmentally sustainable way that preserves existing communities.  
 
The plan recommends sufficient rights-of-way for safe, adequate access along the 
transit corridors, improvements to existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the areas 
around recommended stations, and the designation of Bicycle-Pedestrian Priority Areas 
at major transit stations. Operations and design issues were not within the scope of this 
project. 
 
New Hampshire Avenue is one of the 10 proposed corridors in the plan. A two-lane 
median busway treatment is recommended for the segment of New Hampshire Avenue 
in Takoma Park (between University Boulevard and Eastern Avenue). This is the most 
effective of the six BRT treatments outlined in the plan, and can be accommodated 
within the 150-foot right-of-way dedication for New Hampshire Avenue (as outlined in 
the 2000 Takoma Park Master Plan). The plan also recommends lane repurposing in 
Takoma Park, meaning one traffic lane in each direction would be repurposed for an 
exclusive BRT lane. Lane repurposing was considered based on the recommendations 
in the City’s New Hampshire Avenue Corridor Concept Plan.  
 
The proposed two-lane median busway treatment conflicts with the City’s current 
multi-way boulevard concept for New Hampshire Avenue, between Eastern Avenue 
and Sligo Creek Parkway. Meanwhile, the City continues to advance a multi-way 
boulevard concept for New Hampshire Avenue approved by City Council in 2008. City 
staff recommends supporting the plan, with minor text edits that identify the City’s 
planning efforts on New Hampshire Avenue, and require collaboration and consultation 
with City officials on future facility planning in order to implement a busway treatment 
that aligns with City’s plans and vision for this corridor. 
 
University Boulevard is another of the 10 proposed corridors in the plan. A mixed 
traffic treatment is recommended for the segment from Colesville Road to New 
Hampshire Avenue. City staff offers no comments on this recommendation. 
 



Policy Converting New Hampshire Avenue from an arterial facility that serves primarily 
high-speed through traffic into a “great street” that adequately serves multiple modes 
of transportation, as well as a destination, is paramount to the success of this plan. 
 
For New Hampshire Avenue, the optimal solution is to re-design the roadway as a 
“multi-way” boulevard, which separates higher speed traffic from local traffic and 
pedestrians walking along the sidewalk. 
 

- New Hampshire Avenue Corridor Concept Plan (2008) 

Fiscal Impact None 
 

Attachments  Resolution Commenting on the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional 
Master Plan Public Hearing Draft  

 Exhibit A: General Recommendations for Revisions to the Public Hearing Draft 
Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan 

Recommendation Approve the accompanying resolution. 

Special 
Consideration 

There is a Public Hearing on the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master 
Plan at the Montgomery County Planning Board on Thursday, May 16, 2013. A 
representative from City Council or staff should provide testimony reflecting the 
City’s position at the hearing.  
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Introduced by:  Councilmember  

 

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 

RESOLUTION 2013-  

RECOMMENDING ADOPTION OF THE COUNTYWIDE TRANSIT CORRIDORS 
FUNCTIONAL MASTER PLAN  

 

WHEREAS, the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan is a plan developed by  
Montgomery County’s Planning Department, to improve accessibility and mobility 
throughout Montgomery County with a bus rapid transit network; and  

WHEREAS, the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan contains policies, 
objectives and recommendations that will guide the development of future bus rapid 
transit corridors along existing rights-of-way in Montgomery County, including on 
New Hampshire Avenue in the City of Takoma Park; and  

WHEREAS, the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan includes 
recommendations for a two-lane median busway treatment along the segment of 
New Hampshire Avenue in Takoma Park, via lane repurposing; and 

WHEREAS, the Takoma Park City Council supports the planning and development of bus rapid 
transit along the New Hampshire Avenue corridor; and   

WHEREAS, the City is coordinating planning and design studies for the future conversion of 
New Hampshire Avenue into a multi-way boulevard, as outlined in the New 
Hampshire Avenue Corridor Concept Plan, adopted in 2008; and 

WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Planning Board is holding a public hearing on May 16, 
2013 to hear testimony on the draft Countywide Transit Corridors Functional 
Master Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Takoma Park 
strongly recommends adoption and approval of the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional 
Master Plan by Montgomery County Planning Board, conditioned upon the following changes to 
the April 2013 Draft Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan: 

1. Incorporate general revisions, identified in Exhibit A, attached hereto and made 
a part of this Resolution, which are intended to encourage continued 
coordination between Montgomery County and City of Takoma Park planning 
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staff, and allow for future flexibility in facility planning along the segment of 
the New Hampshire Avenue corridor in the City of Takoma Park, given 
differences between the recommended busway treatment in the Countywide 
Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan and the multi-way boulevard section 
outlined in existing City policies and plans. 

 

Adopted this ____ day of May, 2013. 
  
 
ATTEST:       
 
 
 
________________________ 
Jessie Carpenter, CMC 
City Clerk 
 



EXHIBIT A 
 

General Recommendations for Revisions to the Public Hearing Draft  
Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan  

City of Takoma Park 
 

 
 
Page 42. At the end of first paragraph, add sentence: 
 

The City of Takoma Park has been advancing a concept plan adopted locally in 2008 to 
convert New Hampshire Avenue from University Boulevard, south to Eastern Avenue, 
into a more pedestrian friendly multi-way boulevard that accommodates multiple modes 
of transportation, while serving as a destination. 

 
 

Rewrite text of 3rd bullet under “Phase 1 Recommendation” as: 
 

 From University Boulevard to the District line, a two-lane median transitway. (A 
two-lane median transitway is recommended along New Hampshire Avenue in this 
segment because of available right-of-way, however during facility planning curb 
lanes or mixed traffic treatments should be considered from Sligo Creek Parkway to 
the District Line, as outlined in the City of Takoma Park’s New Hampshire Avenue 
Corridor Concept Plan.) 

 
 
 
Page 44. In last column of Table 8, add double asterisk to “Two-Lane Median,” with 

accompanying text below: 
 

** While this Functional Master Plan can make changes or require dedication within the 
City of Takoma Park, the City adopted a Concept Plan for a multi-way boulevard on New 
Hampshire Avenue between Sligo Creek Parkway to the DC Line in 2008 with a different 
section than proposed in this plan. Facility planning for this segment must be coordinated 
with City staff to ensure consistency of planning efforts. 


