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Discussion Item Update and Follow up on Montgomery College Presentation on Proposed 
Construction 

Background Dr. Brad Stewart, Vice President and Provost of Montgomery College’s Takoma 
Park / Silver Spring Campus will update the Council on the overall activities of the 
College and the planned renovation of Pavilion 3, formerly the Pavilion of Fine Arts 
(609 New York Avenue).  
 
According to the Scope of Work presented by Montgomery College for Pavilion 3: 
The renovation will include the north and west exteriors of the existing structure, a 
new elevator-stair tower measuring, complete interior renovations, and site 
improvements. The existing kiln shed, generator, exterior stairs and supports will be 
demolished and a small stormwater management facility will be developed behind 
the building. The plan maintains the building’s original footprint. 
 
According to M-NCPPC, all government agencies located in Montgomery County, 
including Montgomery College, are required to submit proposed projects for a 
Mandatory Referral review and approval by the Planning Board.  “Mandatory 
Referral review and comments by the Planning Board are advisory in that the statute 
allows the applicant to overrule the Planning board’s disapproval, or any conditions 
attached to approval, and proceed. Furthermore, there is no judicial review of the 
matter.” (Uniform Standards for Mandatory Referral Review. Montgomery County 
Department of Park and Planning, January 2008). 
 
M-NCPPC staff has determined that the Pavilion 3 project will be handled as an 
Administrative Review and staff expects to issue its report mid-July, 2013.  
Administrative Reviews are used when changes to existing facilities “do not create 
any significant impact on the surrounding community…and are completely in 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations. No Mandatory Referral hearing or 
notification is required for projects approved through administrative review 
procedures. A letter from the Director of Park and Planning will notify the applicant 
that no further review is required for the project.” (Uniform Standards for 
Mandatory Referral Review. Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning, 
January 2008). As part of the review process, M-NCPPC staff sent public notices to 
neighboring property owners and conducted community outreach. 

Policy To monitor development projects within the City and maintain communication with 
Montgomery College regarding campus expansion and planned development 
activity. 

Fiscal Impact No impact. 



Attachments Montgomery College Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus: Pavilion 3 Scope of 
Work 

Recommendation Hear the presentation and provide comment. 

Special 
Consideration 

Pavilion 3 is located among historic residential properties in the Takoma Park 
National Register Historic District. The property is not included in the Montgomery 
County Takoma Park Historic District. 

The renovation of Pavilion 3 was included in the Montgomery College Takoma 
Park/Silver Spring 2006-2016 Facilities Master Plan, and in the Annual Update 
2011-2021: “Section 2.3.2.7. Pavilion 3 (P3) (10,729 NASF) has previously served 
as the Pavilion of Fine Arts. The building is to be renovated to provide classrooms, 
class labs, and departmental and faculty offices, primarily for use by Humanities and 
will be renamed to be the Humanities Pavilion: (January 30, 2013). 
 
In 2008, Council passed Resolution 2008-62, Providing Comment on the Proposed 
Montgomery College Takoma Park/Silver Spring 2006-2016 Facilities Master Plan. 
Section 3.b of the resolution requests the college to: “Vacate and demolish Pavilion 
3 and the kiln bunker, both of which are obsolete structures, and work constructively 
with the City in re-integrating these properties appropriately into the single-family 
residential neighborhood as a passive memorial park.”  

 










































