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Discussion Item Resolution Supporting Adoption of the Long Branch Sector Plan  

Background The Long Branch Sector Plan (the “Plan”) was initiated by Montgomery County in 
2009 in preparation for the construction of the Purple Line and the siting of two 
stations in the neighborhood.  The southwest corner of the study area, bounded by 
Flower Avenue, Piney Branch Road, Sligo Creek Parkway, and Wabash Avenue is 
situated within the City of Takoma Park. A preliminary draft of the Plan was presented 
before the Council on January 28, 2013 at which time the Council adopted Resolution 
2013-6 providing comment on the proposed schedule for the rezoning of the parcels 
located within the City and providing information on Flower Avenue and the City’s 
Green Street project.   
   
A draft Long Branch Sector Plan was issued by the Montgomery County Planning 
Department in May 2013. The Plan is available online.  Copies of the draft Sector Plan,
which directly impacts Takoma Park, are also available at the Takoma Park Maryland 
Library (101 Philadelphia Avenue) and at the Long Branch Library (8800 Garland 
Avenue, Silver Spring).   
 
HCD staff has reviewed the May 2013 draft Plan and found it to be in general 
alignment with the City’s policy interests. The comments provided in Resolution 2013-
6 were incorporated into the draft. The Plan supports a transit-oriented redevelopment 
pattern for commercial properties within the Long Branch commercial district.  The 
transportation recommendations support enhanced pedestrian and bicycle facilities and 
appropriate streetscapes for mixed-use districts. The Plan promotes practices that 
support economic growth and sustainability while striving to protect housing 
affordability.  The Plan is especially strong in the area of mobility and urban design. 
 
The attached resolution reaffirms the City’s position on the Long Branch Sector Plan as 
discussed in January. The City’s comments and conditions have been incorporated into 
the Plan since that time. This resolution was pulled from the City Council’s July 8, 
2013 Consent Agenda by Councilmember Jarrett Smith. 
 
The Montgomery County Council held a public hearing on the Long Branch Sector 
Plan on Tuesday, July 9th.  

Policy Coordinate with surrounding jurisdictions to foster and promote comprehensive, 
environmentally sound development and redevelopment in the community and 
throughout the region; support higher density retail, commercial, and residential 
development near transportation routes and hubs, that is environmentally sensitive and 
of a design and scale appropriate to surrounding neighborhoods and their historic 



nature. 
City of Takoma Park Strategic Plan 

 

Fiscal Impact None 

Attachments Resolution Supporting the Adoption of the Long Branch Sector Plan 

Recommendation Review and vote on the resolution. 

Special 
Consideration 
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Introduced by:   

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 

RESOLUTION 2013-  

SUPPORTING ADOPTION OF THE LONG BRANCH SECTOR PLAN  

 

WHEREAS, the Long Branch Sector Plan is a plan developed by  Montgomery County’s 
Planning Department, to enhance the community character and provide for transit-
oriented development around planned transit facilities; and  

WHEREAS, the Long Branch Sector Plan contains policies, objectives and recommendations 
that will guide future growth and development around proposed Purple Line light 
rail stations in Montgomery County; and  

WHEREAS, the Long Branch Sector Plan includes strong recommendations that support the 
continued diversity of residents, businesses, and incomes within the area and 
promote equitable business and housing opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the Takoma Park City Council supports the development of the Long Branch area 
and the upper Flower Avenue corridor as a mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly, multi-
cultural community that enhances the quality of life of area residents; and   

WHEREAS, the City is coordinating design and engineering of the Flower Avenue Green Street 
Project, intended to enhance pedestrian facilities, access to bus transit, stormwater 
mitigation, and the natural environment between Piney Branch Road and Carroll 
Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, the Takoma Park City Council passed Resolution 2013-6 on the Long Branch 
Sector Plan and provided testimony during a public hearing on January 31, 2013, at 
the Montgomery County Planning Board; and 

WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Council is holding a public hearing on July 9, 2013, to 
hear testimony on the draft Long Branch Sector Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Takoma Park 
strongly recommends adoption and approval of the Long Branch Sector Plan by Montgomery 
County Council. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council is concerned that affordable housing be 
maintained for the residents in the Long Branch area and strongly urges the County Executive 
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and County Council to allocate funding for affordable housing preservation and development in 
the Long Branch area. 

Adopted this ___ day of July, 2013. 
  
 
ATTEST:       
 
 
 
________________________ 
Jessie Carpenter, CMC 
City Clerk 
 


