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Discussion Item Resolution Adopting the Program Open Space Annual Program / Update on 
Discussion of Proposed Dog Park 

Background Program Open Space (POS) funds are State funds that may be used for acquisition 
of land to be used for parks or recreation or for development or renovation of parks 
or recreation facilities. Takoma Park receives an unpredictable amount each year 
from the State and can carry over money from past years (within reason) for park 
projects. The City’s allocation is a subset of the Montgomery County allocation. 
Each year, an Annual Program is submitted by Montgomery County to the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources identifying the planned use of the POS funds for 
the year. Takoma Park adopts an Annual Program by resolution and it is added to 
the Montgomery County submission. 
 
The State recently notified us that the City has received an allocation of $46,338 for 
FY 2014, bringing our total POS balance to $438,196. The City Council had 
designated three projects for use of the POS funds in our account: Lee Jordan 
Sprinkler Replacement (including sign for Lee Jordan Field); Colby Park 
Renovation; and Sligo Mill Overlook Tot Lot. The Lee Jordan project is nearly 
completed and expenses will be submitted for reimbursement in the coming months. 
Colby Park and Sligo Mill Overlook Park both need to begin the design process, 
with construction not likely until well into FY 2015. It is possible that the full 
current POS balance will be needed to pay for these three projects. (POS funds will 
pay for 75% of a project’s cost; the remaining 25% is paid from the City’s general 
fund.) 
 
The Council may desire to place a fourth project on the City’s Annual Program: the 
development of a new dog park, as discussed below. It can save time to have an 
eligible project listed in the Annual Program in case POS funds are available to be 
used for it, but there is no difficulty if other funds are used instead. 
 
Update on Information Regarding Dog Parks 
 
On July 15, 2013, Joe Edgell, representing the group Takoma Dogs, made a 
presentation to the City Council regarding the desire to have one or more dog parks 
constructed in Takoma Park. Four locations for a dog park were suggested:  green 
area at end of Prince George’s Avenue near New Hampshire Avenue; green area at 
intersection of Maple Avenue and Sligo Creek Parkway; portion of Takoma-Piney 
Branch Park overlooking Ed Wilhelm Field; and an area at the west end of Takoma-
Piney Branch Park at the end of the Darwin Avenue Parking Lot. This latter site is 
actually the undeveloped portion of City-owned Heffner Park. 
 



After reviewing the feasibility of the four sites, three of the sites were found to be 
harder to develop as dog parks. The Prince George’s Avenue site is a valued green 
space for the residential neighborhood and does not have much area for parking. The 
Maple Avenue/Sligo Creek Parkway site is in a flood zone and does not meet 
County requirements for a dog park. The Takoma-Piney Branch Park site 
overlooking Ed Wilhelm Field is under trees and does not meet County safety 
requirements.  
 
On August 14, a meeting at the Heffner Park site was held. Attending the meeting 
were City Manager Brian Kenner and Management Assistant Emily Cohen from the 
City of Takoma Park; Mark Wallis and Susanne Paul of Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), and three members of Takoma Dogs, 
including Joe Edgell. 
 
The Heffner Park site is underutilized, has parking available and is not immediately 
adjacent to homes. The site is overgrown with invasive plants and is fairly large 
(about two acres); there are steep slopes on the property. The site may be a good 
location for a dog park, but the exact nature of the topography is difficult to 
determine because of the overgrowth. 
 
A next step is to clear out the undergrowth and determine if the site would work for 
a dog park. City staff is exploring the use of goats to do an initial clearing, with 
follow up trim/cleaning by volunteers and City or contract crews. If the site is 
determined to be appropriate for a dog park, development estimates range from 
$40,000 to $400,000 based on the size, fencing choice, site work, type of ground 
cover, and amenities (such as a water source) that are desired. 
 
Staff will submit paperwork to the State Program Open Space staff to get a “letter of 
concurrence” allowing the City to spend funds on steps related to a dog park that 
would be eligible for later reimbursement with Program Open Space funds. 
 

Policy  Create and maintain a livable community that is vibrant, healthy, and safe for 
all of its residents. 

 The City must work in partnership with city residents, community 
organizations, non-profits, the business community, and other governmental 
agencies to achieve our vision for Takoma Park. 

 
City of Takoma Park Strategic Plan 

Fiscal Impact The costs of the Lee Jordan improvements and design costs of the Colby Avenue 
and Sligo Mill Overlook park renovations are in the FY 2014 City Budget. If the 
full $438,196 POS allocation is spent towards park projects, the City’s required 
contribution to the projects would be $146,065. 

Attachments Draft resolution; aerial map showing Heffner Park 

Recommendation Approve resolution. 

Special 
Consideration 

 



Introduced by:  

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 

RESOLUTION # 2013‐XX 

Program Open Space Annual Program for FY 2014 

 

WHEREAS,  the City has received notice from the Montgomery County Department of Parks that it 

has a balance of $438,196 in its Program Open Space (POS) account for FY 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS,  development projects submitted for Program Open Space funds require a twenty‐five 

percent (25%) local match; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Annual Program does to bind the City to pursue any particular project, but must 

include any projects that the City undertakes during a given fiscal year in which POS 

funds are anticipated to be expended; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the following projects are recommended for submission to Montgomery County for the 

City’s Annual Program for FY 2014: 

 

    Lee Jordan Sprinkler Replacement 

    Colby Park Renovation 

    Sligo Mill Overlook Park Development 

    Dog Park Development 

 

WHEREAS,  the local match for the projects will be supplied by operating budget funds. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Takoma Park approves the City’s 

Fiscal Year 2014 Program Open Space Annual Program to include the Lee Jordan 

Sprinkler Replacement project, Colby Avenue Park renovation, Sligo Mill Overlook Park 

development, development of a dog park in the City of Takoma Park. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Manager is hereby directed to transmit the Fiscal Year 2014 

Program Open Space Annual Program to the Maryland‐National Capital Park and 

Planning Commission. 

 

ADOPTED THIS XX DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2013. 

 

Attest: 

_______________________________ 

Jessie Carpenter, CMC 

City Clerk 




