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Discussion Item Traffic Calming at the Flower Avenue/ Jackson Avenue Intersection 

Background Residents of the Long Branch Sligo neighborhood have petitioned for traffic 
calming at the intersection of Flower Avenue and Jackson Avenue. The request is 
a follow up to a letter to the City Manager dated January 27, 2012. In the letter, 
the Long Branch Sligo Association requested stop signs and raised intersections at 
a number of locations in the neighborhood. A copy of the letter is attached. 
 
The petition has been evaluated and found to have a sufficient number of 
signatures to move forward with a public hearing on the request. A notice of the 
hearing was mailed to area residents. 

Policy Takoma Park Code, Title 13, Sections 13.28.010 - Erection and maintenance of 
traffic calming devices:  
 
A. In the regulation and supervision of traffic, the Director of Public Works is 
authorized to place, erect and maintain upon the public highways of the City such 
traffic calming devices as the Council may direct, at the locations designated by 
the Council or as determined by the City Manager or his or her designee. 
 
B. In accordance with Chapter 2.12, the City Manager or his or her designee 
may establish such regulations and standards as are necessary to accomplish the 
purposes and intent of this chapter. 
 
Regulation 96-1 – Guidelines and Procedures for Traffic Calming Device 
Installations. Guidelines for Evaluating the Public Hearing: 
 
The following criteria are intended to guide the Council in determining whether a 
request for a traffic control device installation is reasonable and justified. These 
should not be considered exclusive criteria. 
 
1. The street has not been identified and is not used by the Takoma Park 
Volunteer Fire Department as a primary fire and rescue route into a neighborhood. 
 
2. The impact of traffic control devices on adjacent neighborhoods be 
assessed. 
 



3. The petitioners have made efforts to provide broad notification to 
potentially affected residents. 

Fiscal Impact Pricing for options will be provided at the hearing. 

Attachments  Map 
 Letter to the City Manager (January 27, 2013) 
 Email to the LBS Neighborhood from John Robinette, President of the 

Association 

Recommendation Hear testimony at the public hearing and determine whether to schedule a work 
session or an ordinance to authorize the installation. 

Special Consideration  

 



 

jessiec
Oval

jessiec
Callout
Flower-Jackson Intersection



January 27, 2012 

Dear City Manager Mathews: 

The Long Branch-Sligo Neighborhood Association seeks the City's help in implementing two types of traffic calming 

measures in our neighborhood and determining the level of support for one other measure. 

The association met on Monday, January 16
th

 to discuss a specific list of traffic calming measures for our 

neighborhood.  The specific list was advertised to our neighborhood multiple times via the neighborhood listserv.  

Thirteen people, including Council Member Tim Male, attended the meeting. 

Among the attendees there was unanimous support for the following traffic calming measures.  Previous 

discussion on the listserv was also overwhelmingly supportive of these measures.  Therefore, we would like the 

City's help in obtaining neighborhood and Council approval for the implementation the following, as a start to 

addressing safety concerns in our neighborhood: 

1. The installation of raised Intersections at the following locations: 

- Jackson Avenue and Central Avenue 

- Hiker/Biker Trail at Flower Avenue and Garland Avenue 

- Flower Avenue and Jackson Avenue 

- Central Avenue and Davis Avenue 

2. Additional stop signs at the following intersections: 

- Central Avenue and Davis Avenue, to make it a 4-way stop 

- Flower Avenue and Cherry Lane, to make it a 4-way stop 

- Hilton Avenue and Jackson Avenue, adding one more stop-sign so that it becomes a 3-way stop 

- Flower Avenue and Davis Avenue, to make it a 3-way stop 

Note that these two measures are based for the most part in recommendations that came out of the previous 

traffic calming study conducted by the City in our neighborhood in 2007-2008, so initial design work on these has 

already been carried out by the City.  The exceptions are the additional stop signs requested at the Hilton and 

Jackson intersection and the Flower and Davis intersection. 

In addition, the association would like the City's help in determining whether there is support in the neighborhood 

for the reconfiguration of entrance to neighborhood at Sligo Creek Parkway and Flower Avenue.  This would 

change the geometry of intersection so that it is less of a funnel.  Traffic coming from New Hampshire Ave would 

have to make a sharper right turn to enter the neighborhood.  A portion of the current large triangular pavement 

would be removed and could be beautified with landscaping and signage announcing the neighborhood (e.g. 

“Children Playing”). We believe that City could effectively determine the level of neighborhood support for this 

measure given its recent experience in surveying for other safety projects. 

 

One final note, in the event the City is considering allowing speed limits below 25 mph to be posted in 

neighborhoods, we would be happy to have you evaluate safety benefits and neighborhood support for doing so 

on some of our streets, but we understand that may not be possible at this time. 

Thank you very much for your consideration of our requests. 

Sincerely, 

John Robinette, LBS Association President 

Hetty Irmer, LBS Association Vice President 

Joe Lilly, LBS Treasurer 

Jeremy Blum, LBS Secretary 



From:  John Robinette 
To: "lbstakoma@yahoogroups.com Branch-Sligo" <lbstakoma@yahoogroups.com> 
Date:  Thursday, January 10, 2013 
Subject:  Neighborhood Traffic Calming: An Update 
Attachments: LBS+Traffic+Calming+Letter.pdf 
 
Dear neighbors, 
Here is an update on traffic calming: 
 
As you may recall, last winter the Neighborhood Association sent a letter (thanks Jeremy Blum) to the City Manager 
requesting several specific actions be taken (I've attached the letter as an fyi). These actions were considered, 
generally, non-controversial, and were reviewed at one of our neighborhood meetings. They included additional stop 
signs, raised intersections, and to study a reconfiguration of the intersection of Flower and Sligo Creek Parkway. 
 
The letter was reviewed by the City Manager and staff. We had a meeting with the City Manager, staff, Tim Male 
and representatives from the neighborhood in August. At that meeting the city was able to and agreed to add 
additional stop signs at the intersections of Central/Davis and Trescott/Jackson. A speed hump was added at the 
bottom of Flower at the Sligo Creek hiker biker trail but could not be made as high as we wished because of slope 
and drainage concerns. That work is considered complete (though we'll likely revisit the speed hump at the hiker 
biker trail). 
 
At that same August meeting we also learned that for the city to install raised intersections at the other intersections 
we requested, we would need to collect signatures on a petition. Those intersections are: 
- Jackson Avenue and Central Avenue 
- Flower Avenue and Jackson Avenue 
- Central Avenue and Davis Avenue 
 
We also requested a stop sign at the intersection of Flower Avenue and Cherry Lane, to make it a 4-way stop. 
 
According to City guidelines, the petitioning only involves residents on street blocks that geographically connect to 
the intersections where a traffic calming measure is being sought. Not everyone in the neighborhood will be asked 
for a signature; only those near the intersections in question. Our current Association VP, Brian Higgins (Flower 
Ave) will be taking the lead on a petition to collect the necessary signatures starting with the Jackson and Flower 
Raised Intersection and the Flower and Cherry Stop Sign.  Assuming this proceeds successfully, we will continue 
with the other two intersections.  If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me or Brian directly. 
 
Thanks, 
John Robinette 
President 
Brian Higgins 
Vice President 
 




