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Discussion Item Legislative Priorities 

Background On September 16, the Council received a briefing from the City’s lobbyist, Michele 
Douglas, on the upcoming Maryland General Assembly Legislative Session and 
discussed the Council’s legislative priorities. Ms. Douglas reported that since the 
upcoming Session is the last Session before the November 2014 elections, there will 
be many bills proposed by legislators to portray themselves in a good light before 
the election. She noted that the City of Takoma Park will need to be able to react 
quickly to support or oppose bills on which it has a position. The City was also 
advised that bills that may need several years to build support or that have some 
political sensitivity are not likely to do well in the upcoming Session. 
 
After the discussion, the Council asked to have a follow up discussion to confirm its 
legislative priorities. The priorities that were suggested are: 
 

 Ensure that a new formula for Highway User Revenue is established that will 
provide appropriate revenue for municipalities. 

 Ensure that telecommunication revenue for municipalities is protected. 
 Devise a fair payment amount for the purchase of streetlights by 

municipalities. 
 Ensure that municipal tax duplication provisions in Maryland and in 

Montgomery County are fair to municipalities and municipal residents. 
 
The Council may add to or remove any of these items as part of its legislative 
priorities for the coming Session. 
 
All positions that the current and previous Councils have taken on legislative items 
continue to be in force until rescinded. Staff uses these positions to alert Council 
when a bill on an item is proposed and to provide responses on proposed legislation, 
especially when response time is brief. When the Council wishes to weigh in on a 
new issue, a resolution for the Council’s consideration is prepared.  
 

Policy The Council pursues legislation in the interest of the City and community of Takoma 
Park. 

Fiscal Impact n/a 

Attachments None 

Recommendation Confirm legislative priorities. 



Special 
Consideration 

The Montgomery Delegation’s Joint Priorities Hearing is November 20; the City 
gives testimony on its priorities each year at this event. 
 
The City may wish to provide testimony on December 2 at the Local Bill Hearing 
(on Montgomery-only legislation) and on December 4 at the Bi-County Bill Hearing 
(on legislation that affects only Montgomery County and Prince George’s County). 
A review of pending legislation for these hearings is tentatively scheduled for 
November 25. 

 


