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Discussion Item Second Reading Ordinance Authorizing Installation of Traffic Calming Measures 
at the Flower Avenue and Jackson Avenue Intersection 

Background Residents of the Long Branch Sligo neighborhood have petitioned for traffic 
calming at the intersection of Flower Avenue and Jackson Avenue. The petition 
has been evaluated by the City Clerk’s office and found to have a sufficient 
number of signatures to move forward.  
 
In accordance with Administrative Regulation 96-1, the City Clerk published 
notice of the public hearing in the Takoma Park Newsletter and mailed notices to 
area residents. The Public Hearing took place October 7, 2013. The First Reading 
took place October 21, 2013. 
 
The Department recommends installation of stop bar humps* at each of the three 
stop signs at the intersection. These measures have not previously been installed 
in the City; however, they have been installed in Washington DC. Observations of 
those stop bar humps indicate they are very effective at encouraging drivers to 
come to a complete stop. The Department further recommends that these measures 
be installed as soon as possible. If after three to six months, the neighborhood 
association determines that residents are not satisfied with the effectiveness of the 
stop bar humps, they will notify the Department and the stop bar humps will be 
replaced with raised crosswalks on each of the three sides of the intersection. 
 
At the First Reading on October 21, 2013, staff was asked to determine if the stop 
bar hump could be designed to be less obstructive to emergency vehicles and 
bicycles, yet still effective for regular vehicles.  
 
The Department confirmed that emergency vehicles are allowed to drive in the 
opposite lane when on a call. The wheel width of emergency vehicles is 8 feet 
measured from the outer edge. With dual wheels, the wheel width is 
approximately 2 feet wide on each side, leaving a 4 foot space between wheels. 
That is the same dimension of space between the wheels on regular vehicles. If the 
stop bar hump is installed with two cuts 4 feet apart and 2 feet wide, a regular 
passenger vehicle would be able to use those cuts, rendering the stop bar hump 
ineffective. Even a single cut was determined to reduce the effectiveness of the 
stop bar hump because regular vehicles would be inclined to pass through them 
with their right wheels in the cut and their left wheels in the opposing lane.  
 
To accommodate bicycles, the Department recommends that the stop bar begin 1 
foot inside the asphalt road surface, which will allow the bicycle to use the gutter 



pan, which is 16 inches wide and the first one foot of the pavement, providing a 
total of 2 1/2 feet of flat space outside the stop bar hump. 
 
*Stop bar humps are made of asphalt. They are 2 ½ feet wide and extend across a 
single lane width – usually 10 feet. They are located just before the painted white 
stop bar line. The hump is rounded and has a maximum height of 2 inches above 
the pavement at the center. 

Policy Takoma Park Code, Title 13, Sections 13.28.010 - Erection and maintenance of 
traffic calming devices:  
A.    In the regulation and supervision of traffic, the Director of Public Works is 
authorized to place, erect and maintain upon the public highways of the City such 
traffic calming devices as the Council may direct, at the locations designated by 
the Council or as determined by the City Manager or his or her designee. 
B.    In accordance with Chapter 2.12, the City Manager or his or her designee 
may establish such regulations and standards as are necessary to accomplish the 
purposes and intent of this chapter. 
 
Regulation 96-1 – Guidelines and Procedures for Traffic Calming Devices 
Installations 

Fiscal Impact Stop bar humps cost $600 each, for a total of $1,800 for this project.  Raised 
crosswalks cost $2,000 each, for a total of $6,000 for this project. 

Attachments Draft Ordinance 

Recommendation  

Special Consideration The FY 2014 budget includes funding for traffic calming projects and sufficient 
funding is still available. 
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CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013- 
 

AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICES  
AT THE INTERSECTION OF FLOWER AVENUE AND JACKSON AVENUE 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Takoma Park Code, Section 13.28.010, the Director of Public 

Works is authorized to place, erect, and maintain upon the public highways of the 
City such traffic calming devices as the Council may direct at locations 
designated by the Council or as determined by the City Manager or his or her 
designee. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA 
PARK, MARYLAND THAT: 
 

 
1. A stop bar hump shall be installed on each side of the intersection of Flower 

Avenue and Jackson Avenue;  
 

2. If the neighborhood association determines that the stop bar humps are not 
effective, it will notify the Public Works Department and request installation of 
raised crosswalks as a replacement;  
 

3. The exact location, type and number, where applicable, of each device shall be 
determined by the City Manager or the City Manager's designee. 

 
Adopted this ____ day of ___________, 2013 by roll-call vote as follows: 
 
AYE: 
NAY: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
 
 
 
 




