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Agenda Item # 3 

Meeting Date November 25, 2013 

Prepared By Suzanne Ludlow 
Deputy City Manager 

Approved By Brian T. Kenner 
City Manager 

Discussion Item Resolution Supporting MC 18-14, Continuation of the Off-Sale Privilege to the 
Class B Beer and Light Wine License Issued for Hotels and Restaurants in the City 
of Takoma Park 

Background In September 2010, the City Council voted to pursue State legislation to allow Class 
B Off-Sale alcoholic beverage licenses in Takoma Park with the provision that the 
City Council have the authority to disapprove such a license approved by the 
Montgomery County Board of Liquor Control if strong evidence is presented that 
the applicant’s sale of alcoholic beverages to be consumed off-site would lead to 
public disorder such as increased trash, loitering, or disorderly conduct in proximity 
to the business. 
 
While the Montgomery Delegation supported the City’s request, the House 
subcommittee overseeing such legislation did not and the proposed bill failed. In the 
following Legislative Session, the bill passed without the City Council approval 
authority, but with a two-year sunset provision. With the sunset provision, the Class 
B Off-Sale license in Takoma Park would no longer be available after June 30, 
2014. 
 
No Takoma Park business has applied for a Class B Off-Sale license in the two years 
that it has been available. The license is geared at restaurants with a Class B On-Sale 
license that also wants to sell beer and wine to carry out. Restaurants with a Class B 
On-Sale license in Takoma Park are Come to Africa Restaurant, Manna Restaurant, 
Mogotillo Restaurant, Roscoe’s Neapolitan Pizzeria, Tropicana’s Restaurant, and 
Walia Ethiopian Restaurant. 
 
A bill has been submitted to the Montgomery Delegation to remove the sunset 
provision from the legislation so that the option of a Class B Off-Sale license may 
continue. 
 
The City Council has several options: 
 

1) Take no action and allow the Class B Off-Sale license to no longer be 
available in Takoma Park after June 30, 2014. If the Council chooses this 
option, the bill submitted to the Montgomery Delegation for consideration 
would be withdrawn. 

2) Support the removal of the sunset provision. 
3) Request that the proposed bill be amended in some fashion. Given the past 

history with this legislation, any amendment that would give the City 
Council additional authority with regard to alcoholic beverage licenses is not 
likely to pass. 



It should be noted that legislation that would affect other classes of alcoholic 
beverage licenses in Takoma Park may need to wait a year to be submitted through 
the Local Bill process in the Montgomery Delegation. 

Policy The City Council advocates for legislation in the interest of the City of Takoma 
Park. 

Fiscal Impact n/a 

Attachments Draft resolution; proposed bill MC 18-14; Resolution #2010-56; Takoma Park 
alcoholic beverage license holder list; description of alcoholic beverage license 
provisions. 

Recommendation Vote to either support or withdraw MC 18-14. 

Special 
Consideration 

A public hearing on MC 18-14 is scheduled for December 2, 2013 before the 
Montgomery Delegation. 

 



Introduced by:  
 

Resolution 2013-XX 
 

Resolution Requesting the General Assembly to Remove the Sunset Provision 
Regarding Class B On and Off-Sale License Availability in Takoma Park 

As Specified in Proposed Bill MC 18-14 
 
WHEREAS,  in 2010, the City of Takoma Park requested the General Assembly to allow the 

sales of alcoholic beverages to be consumed off-site in Takoma Park pursuant to a 
Class B beer and light wine, hotel and restaurant license providing an applicant 
was approved by both the City Council and the Montgomery County Board of 
Liquor Control; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed bill was not approved in the 2011 Legislative Session; and 
 
WHEREAS, a revised bill was approved in the 2012 Legislative Session that did not include 

the authority of the City Council to approve the licenses but instead included a 
two-year sunset provision to give time to see if the community would have 
problems generating from carry out sales of alcoholic beverages; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the two-year period, no Takoma Park business has obtained a Class B On and 

Off-Sale license; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council now wishes to have the Class B On and Off-Sale license 

continue to be available indefinitely; and 
 
WHEREAS, proposed bill MC 18-14 would remove the sunset provision and allow Class B On 

and Off-Sale licenses to be available in Takoma Park.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND THAT the Council supports proposed bill 
MC 18-14 and the continuation of the Class B On and Off-Sale license in Takoma 
Park. 

 
 
 
Adopted this XXth day of _____. 
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