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Discussion Item Montgomery County Hazard Mitigation Plan  

Background The Montgomery County Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
(OEMHS) has prepared a Hazard Mitigation Plan to serve as the guiding document 
for coordinating and implementing hazard mitigation policies, programs, and 
projects.  It provides a list of mitigation goals, objectives, and related actions that 
may assist Montgomery County in reducing risk and preventing loss from future 
natural and technological hazard events.   

The Hazard Mitigation Plan has been in development since November 2011 and 
included a community-based planning team from OEMHS, MNCPPC, PEPCO, and 
at least one representative from 19 municipalities in Montgomery County including 
Takoma Park (Captain Ed Coursey, retired).  In October 2012, the County forwarded 
its final Draft Hazard Mitigation Plan to FEMA for review and approval.  The 
Montgomery County Council adopted the Hazard Mitigation Plan in early July 2013.   

The OEMHS is asking for all municipalities to adopt the Hazard Mitigation Plan in 
order to have a uniform approach to hazard events and for municipalities to be 
eligible for FEMA mitigation grant funds in the future.  

The Hazard Mitigation Plan also includes specific references to municipalities and 
their associated responsibilities for hazard events.  Some of these references are not 
factually correct.  In discussions with OEMHS, they will not accept any further 
modifications to the plan now that it has been approved by FEMA and the County 
Council.  We informed OEMHS we will submit the plan for approval by the Takoma 
Park Council contingent on the following inaccuracies being corrected when the plan 
is next updated.    
 
Chapter 1 (page 25) 
For Land Use Planning Authority section, the report states Takoma Park issues building permits.  
Takoma Park does not issue building permits; that authority rests with Montgomery County.   
 
Goal 2 - 2.1 - 2.1.2 (page 160) 
Responsible department mentions Takoma Park.  Takoma Park does not provide shelters for 
residents and animals during severe winter weather because the City only has the capacity for a 
warming center.  Also, due to the size of our facility, it is mostly for residents and is not large 
enough to accommodate a significant number of pets. In these events, dependent on scale of 
the severe winter weather, people and pets are directed to shelters or warming centers that can 
provide for their needs.  
 
Goal 3 - 3.1. - 3.1.1 (page 163) 
Responsible department mentions Takoma Park.  Takoma Park opens as a cooling center in 
severe heat conditions, but the City does not have the capacity and staffing to account for all 
special needs populations.  We are accessible for residents using wheelchairs but, due to our 
size, we are not equipped to meet other special needs (oxygen, etc.).  In these events, special 
needs populations are directed to cooling centers that can provide for their specific needs. 
 
 



Policy The City Council is the policymaking making body for the City of Takoma Park and 
establishes work priorities for the staff. 

Fiscal Impact None   

Attachments Hazard Mitigation Plan website link: 
 
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/SCANNED_DOCS/hazard_mitigation_plan
.pdf 
 

Recommendation Adopt resolution approving of Montgomery County Hazard Mitigation Plan subject 
to Takoma Park changes when plan is next updated.    

Special 
Consideration 

 

 


