
Work Session 

Agenda Item # 4 

Meeting Date January 6, 2014 

Prepared By Suzanne Ludlow 
Deputy City Manager 

Approved By Brian T. Kenner 
City Manager 

Discussion Item Legislative Update  

Background The 2014 Session of the Maryland General Assembly begins Wednesday, January 8. 
 
The Montgomery Delegation has already held public hearings on proposed Local 
and Bi-County bills. The City weighed in by supporting MC 18-14 (removing the 
sunset provision for allowing off-sale Class B licenses in Takoma Park) and 
opposing MC 17-14 (requiring AEDs in police vehicles, which would be an 
unfunded mandate). We planned to testify against PG/MC 104-14 and PG/MC 105-
14 which would exempt WSSC from municipal or county tree protection laws, but 
those bills were withdrawn. 
 
The County Affairs Committee has voted in support of MC 18-14 regarding the 
Class B alcoholic beverage license in Takoma Park. That Committee vote will go to 
the full Delegation at some point in the future. The Land Use and Transportation 
Committee has not yet considered MC 17-14 regarding AEDs in police vehicles. 
 
Staff understands that some Councilmembers may be interested in the City taking a 
position on MC 5-14 that would reduce the archery hunting safety zone from 150 
yards to 50 yards from residences or other buildings occupied by humans in 
Montgomery County without the specific advance permission of the owner or 
occupant. If the Council wishes to take a position on this, a resolution could be 
considered at a future meeting and the position then transmitted to the Montgomery 
Delegation. 
 
Some interest has been expressed in taking legislative action to assist the Takoma 
Park-Silver Spring Co-op to be able to sell carry out beer and wine. A meeting will 
be held on January 8 with County officials, the manager of the Co-op, the City 
Attorney and City staff to discuss options and steps that may be required. It is likely 
too late this Session to introduce special legislation to help the Co-op if legislation is 
necessary. 
 
There are already a number of non-local pre-filed bills for consideration of the 
General Assembly on issues of importance to Takoma Park. One, SB 5, would 
repeal portions of the Watershed Protection and Restoration Program. While this bill 
may not directly affect Takoma Park, the move to back away from stormwater 
programs and the fees that pay for them will be watched closely. 
 
As the Session opens, City lobbyist Michele Douglas and staff will keep the Council 
apprised of pending legislation and the efforts to advance the City’s interests. 



Policy The City Council advocates for legislation in the interest of the City of Takoma 
Park. 

Fiscal Impact n/a 

Attachments MC 5-14, Montgomery County – Archery Hunting – Safety Zone 

Recommendation Provide direction to staff. 

Special 
Consideration 

 

 


