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Discussion Item Traffic Calming for the 7700 Block of Garland Avenue 

Background Residents of Garland Avenue have petitioned to have traffic calming installed on 
the 7700 block of Garland Avenue, near Carroll Avenue, to slow traffic and 
protect pedestrians. 
 
The petition has been evaluated and found to have a sufficient number of 
signatures to move forward with a public hearing on the request. A notice of the 
hearing was mailed to area residents and published in the Takoma Park 
Newsletter. 
 
Attached to this cover sheet is a map showing the location and surrounding 
properties. The street width on this section of Garland Avenue is 22 feet. There is 
no parking allowed along the even side of the street. There is also no parking on 
the odd side for the first 50 feet from the intersection and again in the space across 
from the alley. The distance between the intersection and the first speed hump is 
210 feet. City Code Section 13.28.020 includes guidelines to be used when 
considering speed hump or traffic calming installations. These guidelines 
recommend that any device be located at least 75 feet from an intersection and 
100 feet from a stop sign. Additionally, it is recommended that any device be 
visible to drivers at a distance of 100 to 200 feet. The recommended distance 
between traffic calming devices is 150 to 300 feet. 
 
Given existing conditions (proximity to intersection and distance to speed hump at 
7709 Garland), staff does not recommend installation of an additional speed 
hump. The petition lists a curb bump out as an option. A bump out of the curb on 
the odd side, about 100 feet from the intersection, could provide a road narrowing 
that would be a visual clue to slow drivers. However, it would require the 
elimination of at least one parking space on the odd side of the street. The bump 
out is not recommended to be located across from the alley in order to provide 
maximum turning space for cars exiting or entering the alley. The size of the 
bump out is recommended to be approximately 3 feet wide and 15 to 20 feet long. 
A painted center line, on either side of the bump out, is recommended to cue 
drivers to stay in their lane. 

Policy Takoma Park Code, Title 13, Sections 13.28.010 - Erection and maintenance of 
traffic calming devices:  



 
A. In the regulation and supervision of traffic, the Director of Public Works is 
authorized to place, erect and maintain upon the public highways of the City such 
traffic calming devices as the Council may direct, at the locations designated by 
the Council or as determined by the City Manager or his or her designee. 
 
B. In accordance with Chapter 2.12, the City Manager or his or her designee 
may establish such regulations and standards as are necessary to accomplish the 
purposes and intent of this chapter. 
 
Regulation 96-1 – Guidelines and Procedures for Traffic Calming Device 
Installations. Guidelines for Evaluating the Public Hearing: 
 
The following criteria are intended to guide the Council in determining whether a 
request for a traffic control device installation is reasonable and justified. These 
should not be considered exclusive criteria. 
 
1. The street has not been identified and is not used by the Takoma Park 
Volunteer Fire Department as a primary fire and rescue route into a neighborhood. 
 
2. The impact of traffic control devices on adjacent neighborhoods be 
assessed. 
 
3. The petitioners have made efforts to provide broad notification to 
potentially affected residents. 

Fiscal Impact To be determined. 

Attachments  Map of the area 
 Public comments received to date 

Recommendation Hear testimony at the public hearing and determine next steps. 

Special Consideration  
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From:  Gina Henderson  
To: <Clerk@takomaparkmd.gov> 
Date:  Saturday, February 15, 2014 
Subject:  Traffic calming in 7700 block of Garland Avenue 
 
Dear City Clerk: 
 
I am writing to express my full support for the installation of traffic 
calming on Garland Avenue. 
 
In recent years, there has been an increase in both fast-moving traffic and 
very active young children on this block. Traffic calming would help make 
the block safer for everyone. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering this request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gina Henderson 
7709 Garland Ave. 


