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Discussion Item Vacant and Blighted Property Tax Rate  

Background Per previous council discussion, there is interest in having a work session to discuss 
vacant and blighted properties in the City and more specifically what strategies are 
available to assist the City in dealing with these properties (i.e. tax rates).   
 
As background, the City has the authority to address the problem of vacant and 
blighted properties found to be in violation of City Code Chapter 6.36 Unsafe 
Buildings - Public Nuisance Abatement.  Generally “(a)ny building or structure or 
part thereof that is determined to have become a hazard to the life, health, safety, or 
general well-being of the occupants or the public may be deemed an unsafe building 
or public nuisance.”  The status of a building - whether it is occupied or vacant - is 
not by itself necessarily grounds for being declared unsafe or a public nuisance. If 
determined to be unsafe or a public nuisance as defined by law, the City has the 
authority to require the property owner to bring the structure and its grounds into 
compliance with City Code Chapter 6.12 Property Maintenance Code. Montgomery 
County has similar authority granted to it under the terms and conditions of the 
City’s Memorandum of Agreement which assigns them responsibility for the 
enforcement of both Chapters as they apply to rental residential properties.   
 
In recent communications with the Maryland Municipal League (MML) on this topic 
they stated the following: 
 

 There are currently no municipalities in Maryland with a separate tax rate for 
blighted properties. 

 State of Maryland Attorney General’s opinion confirms power of 
municipalities to create a separate classification of properties for tax purposes 
(attached). 

 
Some additional municipalities/states that have implemented or contemplated a 
separate tax rate for blighted properties include: 
 

 Washington DC (http://dcra.dc.gov/service/vacant-building-enforcement) 
 Kennessaw, GA : http://mdjonline.com/view/full_story/24893703/article-

City-of-Kennesaw-approves-blight-tax--in-unanimous-vote  
 Savannah: http://savannahnow.com/news/2014-04-30/city-looks-increase-

tax-rates-blighted-properties#.U7xJAbEric4  
 Connecticut research report Connecticut OLR Research Report: 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013-R-0335.htm  
 Atlanta: http://saportareport.com/blog/2012/09/atlanta-city-council-moving-

forward-on-plan-to-raise-tax-rates-on-blighted-property/ 
 
 
 



Policy Livable Community – Create and maintain a livable community that is vibrant, 
healthy, and safe, with convenient transportation for all of its residents. 
 
(from the City of Takoma Park Strategic Plan) 

Fiscal Impact TBD 

Attachments Attorney General opinion  

Recommendation Discussion on policy issues.  

Special 
Consideration 

 

 
























