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Discussion Item Discussion of Snow Removal Plans and Policies  

Background The City of Takoma Park is responsible for ensuring the public safety during snow 
events and, to do that, clears City streets of snow, clears sidewalks and parking lots 
of City facilities and parks, and enforces City ordinances on keeping sidewalks 
clear, on the proper disposal of snow, and on restricting parking on Emergency 
Snow Routes. 
 
The winter of 2013-2014 had seven winter weather events that involved calling 
Public Works crews in to pre-treat streets and plow snow. During some of these 
events, there was discussion over if and how the no parking provisions should be 
enforced on the City’s one Emergency Snow Route on Maple Avenue. There were 
also complaints that many property owners did not clear their sidewalks of snow in a 
timely way and there were complaints that the City’s enforcement of its sidewalk 
clearing law was ineffective. In April, the Safe Roadways Committee made a 
presentation to the City Council that noted sidewalks not adequately cleared, 
improper disposition of snow from parking lots onto sidewalks, the problems of 
snow-blocked sidewalk curb cuts at intersections, and urging greater attention to the 
needs of pedestrians and bicycle riders during winter weather events. 
 
The problems that Takoma Park faced were also faced by surrounding jurisdictions. 
Many of those jurisdictions, including Montgomery County, are also examining 
their plans and policies regarding snow events.   
 
City staff has reviewed the presentation of the Safe Roadways Committee, spoken 
with Public Works staff, and researched existing policies and procedures. Before 
preparing recommendations, staff would like direction from Council on major 
components to address and prioritize.  

Policy The City Council is interested in the protection of the public health, safety and 
welfare in the event of an emergency. 

Fiscal Impact n/a 

Attachments Presentation, Safe Roadways Presentation from April 2014, Violation Notice 

Recommendation Discuss information and give direction to staff 

Special 
Consideration 

 

 


