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Discussion Item Resolution Expressing Support of the Preservation of the Undeveloped Portion of 
Parcel 3 of Washington-McLaughlin School Property 

Background The wooded portion of the property of the Washington-McLaughlin Christian 
School and Adult Day Care located at 6501 Poplar Avenue, known as Parcel 3, is 
scheduled to be auctioned by the Internal Revenue Service for nonpayment of taxes 
at a public sale on January 22, 2015. The Council, having discussed the property at a 
Work Session on January 5, has expressed an interest in preserving the wooded area 
of the parcel.  
 
The undeveloped parcel is zoned R-60 for moderate density residential use. The 
Circle Avenue right-of-way adjacent to the parcel, a gravel path connecting 
Woodland Avenue with Gude Avenue which has been has been maintained by the 
City, was closed by Prince George’s County in 1969. Access to Parcel 3 is from 
Woodland Avenue.  
 
Members of the community have expressed a desire for the City to purchase Parcel 3 
and maintain it as undeveloped open space.  
 

Policy The Charter and Code of the City of Takoma Park gives Council the authority to 
purchase or sell property as deemed necessary for the public good. 
 
The New Hampshire Avenue Concept Plan, adopted by Council in 2008, has the 
following recommendation: “Redevelop the McLaughlin School Property with a mix 
of affordable and market residences of varying types” (p 56). 

Fiscal Impact TBD  

Attachments Resolution for Preservation of Wooded Area of  the Washington-McLaughlin 
School property (Parcel 3) 
 

Recommendation Review and vote on the attached Resolution 

Special 
Consideration 

City Council has scheduled a discussion of criteria for evaluation of open space 
acquisition for March 2, 2015, based on the work of the Committee on the 
Environment and City staff. 

 



Introduced by:  
 

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 
RESOLUTION 2015- 

 
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR PRESERVING THE WOODED AREA OF A PORTION 

OF THE WASHINGTON-McLAUGHLIN SCHOOL PROPERTY (PARCEL 3) 
 

WHEREAS,  the Washington-McLaughlin School property, located at 6501 Poplar Avenue, is 
comprised of three separate parcels, including a 2.68 acre lot known as Parcel 3; 
and 

 
WHEREAS,  Parcel 3 is an undeveloped, wooded area containing steep slopes and a diversity 

of trees, birds, and other wildlife, in a residential neighborhood; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Parcel 3 contains the head of a natural spring, connected to existing subsurface 

stormwater management infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS,   the City Charter allows for the purchase of any property or easement for a public 

purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the City Charter allows for the purchase of any property or easement for the 

purpose of maintaining plant life and ecosystems which advance the City’s 
stormwater management goals; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Internal Revenue Service has announced a public auction of Parcel 3 for the 

non-payment of taxes on January 22, 2015; and  
 
WHEREAS,  Parcel 3 is zoned R-60, allowing for development of the property for moderate 

density residential purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, some minimal development of the parcel may be able to be done while preserving 

the important natural features of the property. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF TAKOMA 
PARK, MARYLAND has identified the preservation of the urban forest, natural spring and 
natural topographic features of Parcel 3 of the Washington-McLaughlin School property at 6501 
Poplar Avenue as an important public purpose. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council and staff shall take actions to advance 
this public purpose. 
 
Adopted this _____ day of _________________ 2015. 
 


