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Background 

The Library building is 60 years old, and was last renovated 25 years ago. 
 
The “Community Needs Assessment and Visioning for a 21st Century Public 
Library” (January 2014) included among its major recommendations planning for 
additional and/or renovated space and re-design of the Library building. 
 
In 2014 and 2015, The Lukmire Partnership contracted with the City to conduct 
space planning and the creation of conceptual designs for the Library. The process 
included public meetings to obtain community input, an analysis of existing 
conditions, and recommendations for redesign of interior space, including options for 
Library renovation and possible expansion, with their costs. Their final report was 
issued in February 2015, and its conclusions were presented to the Council at their 
regular meeting on February 9, 2015. 
 
In their FY16 budget, the Takoma Park City Council has provided the opportunity 
for significant improvements to the Library facility, by approving funds for detailed 
design development focused on options for renovation and possible building 
expansion. The Council has not had time to adequately discuss the presented options 
to determine which option would make sense to pursue, if any. 
 
Monday night’s Council discussion with Principal Architect Greg Lukmire, will take 
place in the Library, and will include a walking tour of the facility, showing the 
relationships between current conditions and proposed solutions through redesign. 
The Council will also move outdoors to see exactly where expansion might occur, 
and what its impact would be on existing space.  

Policy 

Council is concerned with preservation of City facilities, through economically and 
environmentally sustainable means. The age of the Library building requires a plan 
of action to preserve its life as a City facility and a Department serving Takoma Park 
residents. 

Fiscal Impact 

$200,000 is included in the FY16 approved Budget to include the creation of 
schematic design, design development, and working drawings (construction 
documents) and any civil engineering costs associated with a chosen renovation and 
building expansion option. 

Attachments 

Drawings of the preferred renovation and expansion options will be provided to the 
Council during their walking tour of and around the facility. A detailed history of the 
prior two years of planning and preparation, including links to all reports and videos 
of public meetings may be found on the City and Library web sites, and will include 
future updates. 

Recommendation 
Council to discuss the facility and the various renovation options with the Architect, 
and provide direction as to next steps, which could include direction to proceed to 
design and engineering for a particular option. 



Special 
Consideration  

 


