
Work Session 

Agenda Item # 6 

Meeting Date July 20, 2015 

Prepared By Sara Anne Daines 
HCD Director 

Approved By Suzanne R. Ludlow 
City Manager 

Discussion Item Continued Discussion of Vacant and Blighted Properties 

Background The Council has expressed interest in developing methods for discouraging the 
abandonment and neglect of both residential and commercial properties.  
Suggestions considered in past work session discussions have included the adoption 
of legislation allowing for an added property tax assessment, the development of a 
vacant properties registry, the publication of properties with unpaid property taxes of 
more than 14 months, and the acquisition of properties by a new or established 
housing entity for purposes of restoring them to habitable condition and re-
occupying them.  
 
In the interests of advancing the conversation, the Council is asked to provide staff 
with direction on the following:  the establishment of the proposed vacant property 
registry, the continuation of current monitoring activity and, alternatively, the re-
establishment of the City’s proactive code enforcement efforts.  
 
Vacant Properties Registry: Jurisdictions across the state have adopted legislation 
requiring the registration of vacant properties.  Patterned after the Maryland 
Foreclosed Property Registry, most focus on single family houses and/or smaller 
multi-family properties that are subject to foreclosure.  Properties are frequently 
vacant for extended periods of time before they go to foreclosure sale.  Registration 
is typically required within 30 days following a foreclosure sale and a small ($50) 
registration fee is assessed.   
 
There are exceptions to this practice, with a handful of municipalities requiring the 
registration of all vacant properties, regardless of their mortgage status, size or use.  
Registered properties are typically both vacant and in poor or deteriorating 
condition.  The time period in which a property must be registered ranges from 10 
days to 1 year of vacancy.  Fees are generally higher than a typical foreclosure 
registry ($100 to $300) and may be assessed more frequently.  A plan for the sale, 
rehabilitation, demolition and/or re-occupancy of the structure can be required.  
Examples of two such registries – the City of Mounty Rainier and the Town of 
Denton – are attached. 
 
Does the Council support the establishment of a registry and if so, should the focus 
be on 1) only foreclosed properties, 2) all vacant properties, or 3) vacant properties 
with one or more serious property maintenance code violations? 
 



 Monitoring of Vacant Properties:  The City’s Code Enforcement Inspector currently 
monitors, on a monthly basis, an average of 80 properties. Properties identified as 
having multiple code violations are issued Notices of Violation and, as appropriate, 
municipal citations.  As noted in the current monitoring listing, roughly 40% of the 
vacant properties are either for sale or rent and/or are in compliance with the 
property maintenance code, 28% are under construction or renovation.  The balance 
of properties have one or more exterior code violations, the most frequently 
occurring violation is the overgrowth of vegetation. 
 
Does the Council support the continued monitoring of all identified vacant 
properties? 
 
Proactive Code Enforcement: In February of this year, the City’s proactive 
inspection program was temporarily discontinued by the Acting City Manager with 
staff directed to investigate property maintenance violations on a complaint basis 
only. Current property inspections are limited to those scheduled in response to a 
complaint that may be filed by a community member or councilmember. The only 
exceptions are vacant property inspections and sidewalk inspections conducted to 
ensure that public walks are free of snow and ice in the winter months and 
overgrowth or overhanging vegetation at the beginning of the school year and in the 
spring. The re-establishment of proactive inspection efforts may increase the 
likelihood that vacant and/or problem properties are more quickly identified and 
addressed. 
 
Does the Council support the continued focus on a complaint based inspection 
program?  
 
Direction provided by the Council will be incorporated into current programming 
efforts and, as appropriate, into draft legislation. Further discussion on the proposed 
registry is tentatively scheduled for September 14. 
 

Policy Livable Community – Create and maintain a livable community that is vibrant, 
healthy, and safe, with convenient transportation for all of its residents.  
 

Fiscal Impact 
 

TBD 

Attachments • Vacant Buildings and Vacant Lot Registration (City of Mount Rainier, MD) 
• Unsafe, Abandoned, and Vacant Properties Registration (Town of Denton, MD) 

Recommendation Review and discuss  

Special 
Consideration 

A listing of Maryland jurisdictions with vacant property registries is published by 
Safeguard Properties, a private firm that provides field services for financial 
institutions, and can be found on line at 
http://www.safeguardproperties.com/Resources/Vacant_Property_Registration/MD.
aspx?filter=vpr&page=all   

 

http://www.safeguardproperties.com/Resources/Vacant_Property_Registration/MD.aspx?filter=vpr&page=all
http://www.safeguardproperties.com/Resources/Vacant_Property_Registration/MD.aspx?filter=vpr&page=all
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Section 3B-101. Title

This Chapter shall be known as the Vacant Building and Vacant Lot Code for the City of
Mount Rainier.

Section 3B-102.  Purpose and Policy

The health, welfare and safety of the citizens of Mount Rainier need to be protected from the
ill effects of poor property maintenance and all ramifications arising therefrom.  Further, the value
of all property within the corporate limits of the City of Mount Rainier needs to be protected from
said ill effects and ramifications.

Thus the City of Mount Rainier hereby establishes requirements for the registration and
maintenance of vacant buildings and for the registration of vacant lots..

Section 3B-103.  Definitions

In this Chapter, the definitions in The BOCA National Property Maintenance Code/1996
shall apply, with the following exceptions:

A. BOCA SHALL MEAN Building Officials and Code Administration International,
Incorporated.
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B. BOCA Property Maintenance Code shall mean Building Officials and Code
Administration International, Incorporated, Property Maintenance Code, as amended
from time to time.

C. City shall mean the City of Mount Rainier, Maryland.

D. City Manager shall mean the City Manager of the City or his or her designated
representative.

E. Vacant building shall mean a building that is (1) empty or (2) not occupied on a regular
and habitual basis by the owner, tenant, agent of the owner or other person having
permission of the owner on a regular and habitual basis for the usual and customary
purposes for which the building is designed and lawfully permitted or (3) partially
occupied as defined in Section 3B-104.A.2 below. (Ord 7-2005)

Section 3B-104.  Vacant Buildings

A. Obligation to Register Vacant Buildings.

1. Commercial and Industrial Buildings. Except as provided in Subsection 2 below
with respect to rental properties that are less than 25% occupied and Subsections 3
and 4 below with respect to single family dwellings, whenever any commercial or
industrial building in the City is vacant for more than sixty (60) days, or whenever
any building in the City is vacant and such building or premises thereof contains one
or more of the public nuisances described in the BOCA Property Maintenance Code,
as amended in the City’s Code of Ordinances, then the owner of such building shall,
within ten (10) business days of notification by the City, register such a building as
a vacant building and submit a vacant building plan.

2. Mixed Use Residential and Commercial Properties.  Whenever the commercial
portion of any mixed use residential and commercial building in the City is vacant
for more than sixty (60) days, or whenever any such portion of such building in the
City is vacant and such portion of such building or the premises thereof contains one
or more of the public nuisances described in the BOCA Property Maintenance Code,
as amended in the City’s Code of Ordinances, then the owner of such building shall,
within ten (10) business days of notification by the city, register such portion of such
building as a vacant building and submit a vacant building plan.  Whenever the
residential portion of any mixed use residential and commercial building in the City
is less than 25% occupied for more than sixty (60) days, or whenever any such
portion of such building in the City is less than 25% occupied and such portion of
such building or the premises thereof contains one or more of the public nuisances
described in the BOCA Property Maintenance Code, as amended in the City’s Code
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of Ordinances, then the owner of such portion of such building shall, within ten (10)
business days of notification by the City, register such portion of such building as a
vacant building and submit a vacant building plan.

3. Residential Rental Properties Less Than 25% Occupied.  Whenever any building
designed as a rental property with four or more dwelling units is less than 25%
occupied and such building or premises thereof contains one or more of the defects
described in the BOCA Property Maintenance Code, as amended in the City’s Code
of Ordinances, then the owner of such building shall, within ten (10) business days
of notification by the City, register such building as a vacant building and submit a
vacant building plan.

4. Single Family Dwellings, Previously Not Owner Occupied.  Whenever any
building designed as a single-family dwelling is vacant and the immediately
preceding occupant was not the owner and such building or premises thereof
contains one or more of the defects described in the BOCA Property Maintenance
Code, as amended in the City’s Code of Ordinances, then the owner of such building
shall, within ten (10) business days of notification by the City, register such building
as a vacant building and submit a vacant building plan.

5. Single Family Dwellings, Previously Owner Occupied, New Owner Will Not
Occupy.  Whenever any building designed as a single-family dwelling is vacant and
the immediately preceding occupant was the owner and ownership has changed
hands and the new owner will not occupy the premises and such building or premises
thereof contains one or more of the defects described in the BOCA Property
Maintenance Code, as amended in the City’s Code of Ordinances, then the owner of
such building shall, within ten (10) business days of notification by the City, register
such building as a vacant building and submit a vacant building plan.

6. Single Family Dwellings, Previously Owner Occupied, New Owner Will Occupy.
Whenever any building designed as a single-family dwelling is vacant and the
immediately preceding occupant was the owner and ownership has changed hands
and the new owner will occupy the premises and such building or premises thereof
contains one or more of the defects described in the BOCA Property Maintenance
Code, as amended in the City’s Code of Ordinances, then the owner of such building
shall, within ten (10) business days of notification by the City, register such building
as a vacant building and submit a vacant building plan.

7. The obligation to register a vacant building exists if the conditions in Subsections 1,
2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 above exist, without regard to whether the building is for sale.

B. Notice of registration requirement.  Upon a determination by the City Manager that
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a building in the City is required to be registered pursuant to Section 3B-104.A above,
the City Manager shall provide notice to the owner or agent of the requirement to
register the building and submit a vacant building plan to the City Manager.  In the event
of the existence of any public nuisance as defined in the BOCA Property Maintenance
Code, as amended in the City’s Code of Ordinances, in connection with the building or
premises thereto, then the City Manager shall specify in the notice the existence of such
nuisance(s).  The failure of the City Manager to provide this notice, or the failure of an
owner to receive notice from the City Manager, shall not relieve the owner of the
obligation to register such building as a vacant building and submit a vacant building
plan.

(Ord. 8-99, 5/18/99)

C. Registration of Vacant Buildings, Filing Fee.  The owner or agent registering a vacant
building shall supply the following information:

1. Name, address, and telephone number of owner.

2. Name, address, and telephone number of any local agent or representative.

3. Name, address, and telephone number of all persons with any ownership interest in
the building and premises.

4. Name address, and telephone number of any and all mortgagors.

5. Legal description and tax account number of the premises on which the building is
situated.

6. The common street address of the building.

7. Date on which building became vacant.

8. Vacant building plan.

The vacant building registration shall be filed with the City Manager.  If the registration is
for a building designed as other than a single family dwelling and is required under Section 3B-
104.A.1 or Section 3B-104.A.2 above, it shall be accompanied by a filing fee of six hundred dollars
($600.00).  If the registration is for a building designed as a single family dwelling and is required
under Section 3B-104.A.3 or Section 3B-104.A.4 or Section 3B-104.A.5 above, it shall be
accompanied by a filing fee of three hundred dollars ($300.00). (Ord. 5-2005, 06/22/04)

Registration of a vacant building shall be valid for a period of six (6) months.  If the building
is still vacant at the expiration of any six-month registration period and the requirements of the
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vacant building plan are not completed, then the owner shall re-register such building and pay
another filing fee.

If the building is still vacant at the expiration of any six-month registration period but the
requirements of the vacant building plan are completed, the owner shall re-register such building,
without the requirement of a new vacant building plan but with a payment of twenty-five percent
(25%) of the ususal filing fee  if the building was required to be registered under Section 3B-
104.A.1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 above.  

No fee is required if the building was required to be registered under Section 3B-104.A.6 above,
except that if the building remains vacant for one-year after the initial registration, the building will
be treated according to Section 3B-104.A.5 and a fee will be required accordingly.
(Ord. 5-2004, 06/22/04)

D. Other Enforcement.  The registration of a vacant building shall not preclude action by
the City to force repair of the building or to initiate condemnation and demolition of the
building pursuant to other provisions of this code or other law.

E. Vacant Building Plan.  When a building is registered as required herein, the owner or
agent of the owner shall submit a vacant building plan.  The plan shall contain the following:

1. A plan of access to the interior by the Code Enforcement Officer of sufficient
frequency to determine that, from evidence on the interior, the exterior structure is
in good repair, structurally sound and sanitary, and weatherproof.

2. A plan of action to repair any doors, windows, or other openings which are boarded
up or otherwise secured by any means other than conventional methods used in the
design of the building or permitted for new construction of similar type.  The
proposed repair shall result in openings secured by conventional methods used in the
design of the building or by methods permitted for new construction of similar type.

3. For buildings and property which are identified as being or containing defects which
constitute public nuisances, then the vacant building plan shall contain a plan of
action to remedy such public nuisance(s).

4. For each required plan, a time schedule shall be submitted identifying a date of
commencement of repair and date of completion of repair for each improperly
secured opening and identified defect.

5 Whenever the owner proposes to demolish the vacant building, then the owner shall
submit a plan and time schedule for such demolition and obtain the necessary
permit(s) as required pursuant to other provisions of this code or other law. 
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6. A plan of action to maintain the building and premises in conformance with the
BOCA Property Maintenance Code, as amended in Chapter 3A.

F.  Placarding.  The owner or agent of the registered building shall place a City-provided
identification placard on the building’s exterior as directed by the City Manager so as to
be clearly visible from the nearest public right-of-way.  Such identification placard shall
be kept in readable condition by the owner or agent, and shall provide the following
information: owner’s name, address, phone number, expiration date of registration.  The
City Manager may require removal of all other signage and graffiti at the owner’s
expense.

G. Approval of Plan.  If the proposed vacant building plan complies with the standards
herein and in regulations to be promulgated by the City Manager, the Code Enforcement
Officer shall approve it.  If the Code Enforcement Officer approves the plan, notice shall
be sent to the owner or agent of the vacant building.

H. Authority to Modify and Appeal Right.  The Code Enforcement Officer shall, upon
notice to the vacant building owner or agent, have the right to modify the vacant building
plan by altering the dates of performance or the proposed methods of action.  If the owner
or agent of the vacant building objects to the modifications made by the Code
Enforcement Officer, such owner or agent shall have the right of appeal to the City
Manager for final determination.  Such appeal shall be in writing and personally delivered
or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Code Enforcement Officer within
fifteen (15) calendar days of the date of the Code Enforcement Officer’s notice of
modification.  If no appeal is filed, then the plan as modified by the Code Enforcement
Officer shall constitute the approved vacant building plan.

I. City Manager’s Review on Appeal.

1. The City Manager shall specify a time and place for an appeal conference on a vacant
building plan; shall advise the owner, in writing, of the time and place of the appeal
conference.  At the appeal conference the owner shall be permitted to present reasons to
support the appeal and relevant evidence why the Code Enforcement Officer’s
modifications of the vacant building plan should be rejected.

2. In considering the appropriateness of a vacant building plan on appeal, the City Manager
shall consider the following:

i. The public interest in minimizing the period of time a building is vacant, boarded up,
and/or has any defects which constitute public nuisances.

ii. The effect of the proposed plan on adjoining property and/or the neighborhood in
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which the building is located.

iii. Whether there is practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship (financial or otherwise)
to the owner connected with the performance on any act required by the plan.

iv. The length of time the building has been vacant.

3. After the appeal conference, the City Manager shall render his/her decision on the
owner’s or agent’s appeal of the Code Enforcement Officer’s modifications to the
proposed vacant building plan.  The City Manager shall have the right to fashion his/her
own vacant building plan or to approve or modify the plan submitted by the owner or
agent or to approve or further modify the plan as modified by the Code Enforcement
Officer.  The decision of the City Manager shall be final and constitute the approved
vacant building plan.

a. The presence of any public nuisance on the property.

J. Failure to Submit or to Comply With Plan.

1. If an owner of a vacant building fails to submit a vacant building plan, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall develop a plan and give notice of the plan to the vacant
building owner or agent.  If the owner or agent objects to the plan made by the Code
Enforcement Officer, such owner or agent shall have the right of appeal to the City
Manager for final determination.  Such appeal shall be in writing and personally
delivered or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Code Enforcement
Officer within fifteen (15) calendar days of the date of the Code Enforcement
Officer’s notice of modification.  If no appeal is filed, then the plan as modified by
the Code Enforcement Officer shall constitute the approved vacant building plan.

2. Failure to comply with an approved vacant building plan shall constitute violation of
this Section and subject the owner or agent of the building to penalties upon
conviction as provided in this Chapter.

K. Change of Ownership.  The vacant building plan shall remain in effect even if ownership
changes.  Within 30 calendar days of the date of any change of ownership, the new owner
or agent shall file a new vacant building registration with the City, and supply the name,
address, and telephone number of the new owner(s).  The new registration shall be in the
same form as the original registration; the new registration shall be accompanied by
twenty-five percent (25%) the usual filing fee.

L. Maintenance Standards.  The owner of a vacant building shall comply with Chapter 3A.
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Section 3B-105 (Reserved)

Section 3B-106. Vacant Lot Registration.

A. Definitions

1. Lot means an areas of land designated as a separate parcel or unit of land on a legally-
recorded subdivision plat or deed filed among the land records of Prince George’s
County and assigned a property tax account identification number.

2. Owner means the record property owner of the vacant lot, but does not include a
governmental entity or an instrumentality or unit of a governmental entity.

3. Vacant lot means a lot without a building or other improvement which has an assessed
value as determined by the State of Maryland, Department of Assessments and
Taxation.

B. Registration Required.

1. Owner to register annually.  By July 1 of each year, beginning July 1, 2005, each
owner of a vacant lot shall file a vacant lot registration statement with the City on a
form provided by the City Manager or his/her designee.

2. Registration fee.  The annual registration fee is $75.00 for reach vacant lot, payable
at the time of registration.

3. Purchaser required to register upon acquisition.   A new owner of a vacant lot must
file a registration statement within 30 days of the acquisition and pay the annual
registration fee, unless that fee was already paid by the prior owner.

C. Information Required With Registration.  The registration statement shall contain the
following information:

1. A description of the vacant lot by street address, property tax account identification
number, and any other information required in order to accurately identify the vacant
lot.

2. The name, address, and telephone number of the property owner of record, and in
addition, if the owner is a corporation, limited liability company, limited liability
partnership, or limited partnership, the name, address, and telephone number of the
resident agent and, if the owner is a partnership or other entity not having a resident
agent, the name, address, and telephone number of all partners, owners or officers of
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the owner or of an authorized agent of the owner.

3. The name, address, and telephone number of the owner’s authorized agent if an agent
has ben designated by the owner; and

4. A post office box does not suffice as an address for the purposes of the registration
statement.

5. The City Manager shall be notified within 14 days of any change in he agent
designated by the owner or any change in the address of the owner or agent.

D. Exception to Vacant Lot Registration Requirement.  No registration of a vacant lot is
required if:

1. The vacant lot is zoned as residential and the owner occupies a residence on a lot
contiguous to the vacant lot;

2. The vacant lot is contiguous to a lot with an occupied building and both lots are under
common ownership; or

3. The vacant lot is being utilized as a parking lot in compliance with the County zoning
ordinance and other applicable laws.

E. Penalties.

1. Municipal infraction.  The failure of an owner of a vacant lot to file a registration
statement when it is due, to pay the registration fee, or to provide all information
required with registration is a municipal infraction with a fine of $200.  Each
additional 60 days a violation exists is a separate violation subject to an additional
$200 fine.

2. Lien on real property.  All registration fees, when overdue, are a lien in favor of the
City on the vacant lot and may be collected and enforced in the same manner as
delinquent real property taxes. (Ord.7-2005, 06/21/2005)



City of Mount Rainier 
One Municipal Place, Mount Rainier, MD 20712 

Phone: (301) 985-6585 Fax: (301) 985-6595 
________________________________________________________ 

 
Vacant Building Registration 

 
□ New Registration  

 □ Renewal  
 
This registration form must be completed and signed by the property owner or an 
authorized agent with applicable fees.  To avoid delay in the processing of your 
registration form, please be sure to answer every question clearly and completely, 
sign and date the application and submit applicable fees.  The application fees are 
$300 for residential and $600 for commercial every six months. 

 
1. Street Address of Property____________________________________________ 

2. Legal description of Property__________________________________________ 

3. Tax Account Number of Property______________________________________ 

4. Property Owner_____________________________________________________ 

5. Property Owner Address______________________________________________ 

6. Property Owner Phone (day)____________  (evening)_______________ 

7. Name of Local Agent of Property Owner_________________________________ 

8. Local Agents Address_________________________________________________ 

9. Local Agents Phone (day)________________ (fax)_______________ 

10. Names, addresses and phone numbers of all persons having ownership interest 
in the building/premises.  
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



11. Name, address and phone numbers of any and all mortgage holders.  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
12.  Date property became vacant __________________________________ 

 
13.  Vacant Building Plans (please provide detailed plan of action and/or intent for 

property with timeframe). 
 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________  

 
Note: Whenever the owner proposes to demolish the vacant building, the owner shall 
in addition submit a proposed time schedule for such demolition and obtain necessary 
permits as required pursuant to other provisions of Prince Georges County and 
Mount Rainier Code. 

 
 
 
 

Signature:_____________________      Date:_________________ 
 

Print:_________________________ 
 
 
 
 

To be completed by City of Mount Rainier 
 
 
 

Inspected by:________________                                    Approved by:_________________ 
 
 

Fees Paid:_____________    Date:_________________________ 
 



Unsafe, Abandoned, and 
Vacant Properties 

Registration 
 

Town of Denton, MD 
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13 North Third Street, Denton, Md. 21629 
 
 
 
 

 

UNSAFE, ABANDONED, AND VACANT PROPERTIES 
REGISTRATION APPLICATION 

This license application must be completed in entirety.  By signing this document you as the applicant agree that you have read the 
instructions and application and agree to the conditions set within.   
 
 
APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
Applicant (Individual, firm, corporation):           
 
Mailing Address             
 
Daytime Phone Number           Evening Phone Number       
 
Email Address             
 
BUILDING INFORMATION 
 
Building Address              
 
Building Name              
 
Date building became vacant     
 
Property Owner              
 
Please list any lien holders (not listed above) and estate executers, phone numbers and mailing address below 
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
Unsafe, Abandoned, Vacant Building Registration Plan 
Please check one of the following boxes-Reference important information on Page 2 of this document. 
 
 SELL   DEMOLISH   QUALIFIED WAIVER 
 
 REHABILITATE  OWNER OCCUPANCY  QUALIFIED EXEMPTION 
 
 OTHER (Explanation)             
 
               
 
AUTHORIZATION 
I HEREBY CERTIFY, under penalties of perjury, that the information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge, information, and belief. 
 
          
Authorized Signature          Date    

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

LICENSE #: ________________________ 

ISSUE DATE#:  _____________________ 

EXPIRATION DATE:   _______________ 

RENEWAL:                  YES               NEW 

 (410) 479-3625 phone (410) 479-3534 fax www.dentonmaryland.com (web) 
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13 North Third Street, Denton, Md. 21629 
 

 

UNSAFE, ABANDONED, AND VACANT PROPERTIES 
REGISTRATION APPLICATION  

 
Instructions 

This registration is required for all properties determined to be unsafe, abandoned, and vacant as defined by Denton 
Town Code Chapter 94, Ordinance Number 629.  
 
Authority 
Denton Town Code Chapter 94, Denton Property Maintenance Code, Ordinance Number 629. 
 
Steps in the application process 

1. The applicant obtains an application either at the Town of Denton or on the Town website. 
 

2. The applicant and their employees submit a completed and original application.  Incomplete applications will 
be returned to the applicant. 
 

3. The appropriate fee must be submitted with the application.  The fee is $300.00 annually or if the property is 
returned to service or otherwise no longer determined to meet the provisions of this code. 

 
4. Town of Denton Planning & Code department evaluates the application for completeness. 

 
5. Licenses are valid for one (1) year.   

 
Important information for Unsafe, Abandoned, Vacant Building Registration Plan 

1. SELL  If the subject property has been sold or contracted for sale, you are required to provide the closing 
date, seller’s agent and company, and the agent’s phone and fax number. 
 

2. DEMOLISH  If the intent is to demolish the property, or you have received an order by the Town to demolish 
the property, you are required to submit the date of the demolition and provide the following:  

 
• Obtain all permits, pay any fees and fines associated with the property.  Contact Denton Planning 

and Codes at (410) 479-3625. 
 

• Submit a letter of credit or post a performance bond, valid for 90-days, to be issued in favor of the 
Town of Denton, to guarantee the work. 

 
• Submit a Water Sewer Verification application to the Caroline County Department of Environmental 

Health and pay any associated fees, provide copy and proof to the Town of the approved 
application.  Contact (410) 479-8049 for additional information. 

 
• For work where the disturbance is greater than 5,000 sqft. contact Caroline Soil Conservation at 

(410) 479-1202.  
 

3. REHABILITATE  If the intent is to rehabilitate the property you are required to submit the date of the 
proposed work and provide the following:  

 
• Obtain all permits, pay any fees and fines associated with the property.  Contact Denton Planning 

and Codes at (410) 479-3625. 
 

• For work where the disturbance is greater than 5,000 sqft. contact Caroline Soil Conservation at 
(410) 479-1202.  

 
4. OWNER OCCUPANCY  If the intent is to occupy the property by the property owner you are required to 

obtain an inspection and correct any violations.  You maybe required to obtain a building permit and pay any 
associated fees.  Contact Denton Planning and Codes at (410) 479-3625. 
 

 (410) 479-3625 phone (410) 479-3534 fax www.dentonmaryland.com (web) 
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13 North Third Street, Denton, Md. 21629 
 

 

UNSAFE, ABANDONED, AND VACANT PROPERTIES 
REGISTRATION APPLICATION  

Instructions - Continued 
This registration is required for all properties determined to be unsafe, abandoned, and vacant as defined by Denton 
Town Code Chapter 94, Ordinance Number 629.  
 
Important information for Unsafe, Abandoned, Vacant Building Registration Plan 

5. QUALIFIED WAIVERS Registration fees are waived through the establishment of community gardens, 
qualified wildlife habitat protection areas, qualified meadows, or by donation. 
 

6. QUALIFIED EXEMPTIONS  Foreclosed or distressed properties are not required to comply with the 
provisions of this code provided the property is in compliance with maintenance provisions of the Denton 
Town Code Chapter 94, Denton Property Maintenance Code, or otherwise cause to abandon the legal use 
of the subject property. 

       
Enforcement and Penalties 
Failure to submit registration application or violation of this application in accordance with the Denton Town Code 
Chapter 94, Denton Property Maintenance Code, as amended by this ordinance, Section 310.5.1.  Person’s 
aggrieved by the decision of this code may appeal in writing within forty-five (45) days of the date of the notification. 
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