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Discussion Item Traffic Calming for the 600 Block of Boston Avenue 

Background Residents of Boston Avenue have petitioned to have traffic calming installed on 

the 600 block of Boston Avenue along the east end of Silver Spring International 

Park to slow traffic and protect pedestrians. 

 

The petition has been evaluated and found to have a sufficient number of 

signatures to move forward with a public hearing on the request. A notice of the 

hearing was mailed to area residents and published in the Takoma Park 

Newsletter. 

 

The neighborhood is requesting the following: 

 

 Removal of the existing speed hump on the block to be replaced by two 

speed humps located 150 feet from the intersections on either side of the 

block. 

 Addition of a raised crosswalk at the playground entrance, which would 

be mid-block, and between the two proposed speed humps. This would 

eliminate one parking space on the odd side of the block. 

 Removal of another parking spot on the even side before the park entrance 

to provide a clearer sight line for drivers as they approach the park. 

 Improved signage and street marking. 

 

The Public Works Department is reviewing the request to determine if the 

requested measures fall within existing policy guidelines. 

Policy Takoma Park Code, Title 13, Sections 13.28.010 - Erection and maintenance of 

traffic calming devices:  

 

A. In the regulation and supervision of traffic, the Director of Public Works is 

authorized to place, erect and maintain upon the public highways of the City such 

traffic calming devices as the Council may direct, at the locations designated by 

the Council or as determined by the City Manager or his or her designee. 

 

B. In accordance with Chapter 2.12, the City Manager or his or her designee 

may establish such regulations and standards as are necessary to accomplish the 

purposes and intent of this chapter. 



 

Regulation 96-1 – Guidelines and Procedures for Traffic Calming Device 

Installations. Guidelines for Evaluating the Public Hearing: 

 

The following criteria are intended to guide the Council in determining whether a 

request for a traffic control device installation is reasonable and justified. These 

should not be considered exclusive criteria. 

 

1. The street has not been identified and is not used by the Takoma Park 

Volunteer Fire Department as a primary fire and rescue route into a neighborhood. 

 

2. The impact of traffic control devices on adjacent neighborhoods be 

assessed. 

 

3. The petitioners have made efforts to provide broad notification to 

potentially affected residents. 

Fiscal Impact To be determined. 

Attachments  Map of Boston Avenue and vicinity 

 Map prepared by residents 

 Information from neighborhood meeting 

Recommendation Hear testimony at the public hearing and discuss at the work session. 

Special Consideration  

 



Boston Avenue and Vicinity 

 



(PREPARED BY PETITIONERS)



Boston Ave Petition for Traffic Calming Devices – 16 August 2015 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm by block residents Megan Ryan (613 Boston) and Jeffrey Ciabotti (611 Boston). 

The block does not currently have a neighborhood committee but consists of a community of neighbors in open 

communication. 

 

The block was notified via flyer for the upcoming meeting and were given the contact information of Megan Ryan in 

the event they would like to discuss if absent. 

 

Households Present: 

Megan & Will Ryan              613 Boston Ave 

Jeffrey & Christie Ciabotti    611 Boston Ave 

David Yeargin   609 Boston Ave 

Stephanie Murphy  617 Boston Ave 

Douglas Glynn                 606 Boston Ave 

Resident                  604 Boston Ave 

 

Those who were unable to attend but voiced support for whatever decision the block approves were: 
 

Kris Gill             713 Boston Ave 

George Sorvalis              707 Boston Ave 

 

Introduction 

Jeffrey Ciabotti and Megan Ryan presented the current status of petitioning the city on the addition of traffic calming 

devices to the 600-700 block of Boston Ave for improved traffic safety adjacent the park/playground. The signed 

petition was received in the City Clerk’s office on June 9 and is awaiting further approval from the city. This meeting 

was a call for discussion on the need for additional traffic calming devices and to outline the neighborhood’s proposed 

solutions. 

 

Current Situation 

 Current street signage located on Boston Ave fails to indicate to motorists the need for decreased speed 

upon approaching the Silver Spring Intermediate Park Playground. 

 A centrally located speed bump in a rather long block slows motorists after they have already passed the 

beginning of the playground where children are present. 

 Past improvements do not appear to actually induce many motorists to exercise caution while using the 

block as a cut-through street. 

 Parking spaces located at the park entrance (adjacent merry-go-round) block the visual sight lines for 

motorists approaching the playground from the south-east end. 

 There are no marked crosswalks at the main park/playground entrances on Boston and Chicago Ave to 

serve as a caution to motorists when pedestrians are present. 

 

Discussed Solutions (Please see attached map as a guide) 

 Remove the existing speed bump and create two new ones approx. 150’ in from both ends of the block 

intersecting at Chicago and Takoma Ave, a distance mirroring the existing speed bumps on the 400-500 

blocks of Boston Ave. Contour the bumps with groves for bicyclists to pass thru. 

 Create a raised crosswalk at the playground entrance –located at the merry-go-round and 615 Boston Ave. 

(The potential loss of 1 parking space on the residential side of the block should be discussed with Jenn and 

Matt Davitt at 615 Boston, Ron and Stephanie Murphy of 617, and Megan and Will Ryan of 613 since it may 

impact their current parking needs.)  

 Increase signage both via sign posts and road markings to indicate to motorists to exercise caution while 

driving in an area with increased pedestrian activity.  

 Remove the closest parking space on the side of the park entrance to allow for increased sight lines for 

motorists approaching the park from the south-east end.  

 

With these proposed solutions, the neighborhood community feels that our families and those enjoying the Silver Spring 

Intermediate Park and playground on a daily basis will feel safer knowing motorists are exercising increased caution 

while driving on Boston Ave. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm. 




