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Discussion Item Discussion of Medical Marijuana Dispensaries 

Background The State of Maryland has legalized medical cannabis and regulations went into 
effect in September 2015.  Applications for state licenses for growers, processors 
and dispensers are due November 6, 2015. Only two medical cannabis dispensary 
licenses will be issued for each Senatorial district in Maryland. Detailed information 
is available at the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission (MMCC) website: 
http://mmcc.maryland.gov. 
 
Licensed dispensaries are required to provide the following: a secure premises; a 
secure room for the inventory; security lighting; security alarm systems; video 
surveillance recording systems; an organization plan with a division between public 
and operation zones; a protocol when visitors are admitted to the non-public area; 
and operating procedures for all aspects of receipt, storage, packaging, labeling, 
handling, tracking and dispensing of product, and disposing of waste.  
 
MMCC’s website states, “Pursuant to statute and/or regulation, an entity seeking 
licensure with the Commission as a grower, processor, or a dispensary is required to 
meet all local zoning and planning requirements.  There is no further formal 
procedure set out for input by local government.”  
 
In Takoma Park, zoning and planning authority rest with Montgomery County.  
The Montgomery County Planning Department regards medical cannabis 
dispensaries as a retail use, permitted in the CRT and NR zones in Takoma Park.  
 
If the Council wishes to provide guidance on locations where a dispensary would be 
appropriate to operate in Takoma Park, the Council may want to consider adoption 
of a resolution requesting the Montgomery County Council consider a Zoning Text 
Amendment categorizing medical cannabis dispensaries as a discrete primary use 
with limited or conditional standards in the commercial zones, such as location 
criteria defined by proximity to schools or other dispensaries.  
 
The process for a Zoning Text Amendment would include opportunities for public 
input at the Montgomery County Planning Board and County Council. 
 

Policy The City Council has identified prioritized goals: a sustainable community, a livable 
community, and an engaged, responsive and service-oriented government. 
                                -- City of Takoma Park Strategic Plan FY2010 – FY2015 



Fiscal Impact 
 

From the COMAR regulations: “As this will be a new and growing industry in the 
State, it is expected that there [will] be a positive impact for small businesses 
through the creation of jobs in the industry. As the program starts, there will be a 
cost to small businesses for licensing, security, construction, and other startup 
costs.” The exact impact cannot be estimated at this time.  
 

Attachments  MMCC: FAQs – Dispensaries 
 Maryland Regulations: COMAR 10.62.27 – 10.62.30 

 

Recommendation Discuss the Council’s position and give staff direction. 
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FAQs – Dispensaries 
 

These FAQs are based on DRAFT regulations that have not yet 
been adopted. FAQs will be continually updated. 

 
How will dispensaries be licensed? 
 

 Prospective dispensary operators will submit an application for a license in each Senatorial district in 
which the applicant is seeking a license. All applications will be reviewed and ranked by the 
Commission and its review team. Applications will be ranked on the evaluation of their merit. The 
weights for the criteria for issuing licenses to operate a dispensary will be in the regulations, which will 
be posted on the website. 
 

Will the application process be online?  
 

 Once the regulations are final, the process will be explained on the website. 
 

Where will dispensaries be located?  
 

 State law does not limit the number of dispensaries in Maryland. However, the Commission is 
proposing that there be no more than two dispensaries located in each of the 47 legislative districts in 
the state, not including the dispensary of a licensed grower who may hold a dispensary license. The 
following is a link to Maryland’s senatorial districts:  
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/05sen/html/sendist.html. 
 

What services will a dispensary be able to provide?  
 

 Dispensaries may distribute medical cannabis in processed form or dried flower. Dispensaries will also 
be permitted to supply devices to administer medical cannabis. 

 Dispensaries may offer delivery services to patients. 
 

Will there be a list of licensed dispensaries? 
 

 We will post a list of licensed dispensaries on the website.   
 

Will dispensaries be subject to state inspection? 
 

 Yes, all dispensaries located in Maryland will be subject to state inspection. 
 

When will the application for dispensary licenses be available? 
 

 The Commission anticipates that the regulations will become final in September 2015. At that point the 
Commission will post the instructions and application for a dispensary license on its website. 
 

When will dispensary licenses be awarded? 
 

 The Commission anticipates that dispensary licenses will be awarded mid-December-January. 
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How will awardees be notified? 
 

 The Commission will notify awardees promptly. 
 

Will I be able to check the status of my application during the review process? 
 No. 

 
Can a dispensary lose its license?  
 

 Yes. The Commission is authorized to inspect dispensaries on an ongoing basis. In the case of a major 
deficiency, or a failed inspection, the Commission may take action, including revoking a license to 
dispense medical cannabis. 

 
What would a Maryland medical cannabis dispensary look like in my neighborhood? 
 

 A medical cannabis dispensary in Maryland is not going to look very different from other businesses or 
medical facilities currently located in your neighborhood.  The Commission’s regulations and application 
process are designed so that the successful applicants for medical cannabis dispensary licenses will 
operate facilities that will not deviate from the character of the streetscape where they are located, and 
not offend or disrupt the character of the local community. 

 Maryland law provides that all medical cannabis dispensaries must comply with local zoning and 
planning requirements.  The Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission will not license any operation 
that does not have local zoning and planning board approval.  This means that local rules that govern 
other medical or retail facilities, where they may be located, and the signage that they are permitted to 
use will apply to medical cannabis dispensaries in the community.  Failure to carry out the plans spelled 
out in the dispensary application could result in a fine of $5,000 or the suspension or revocation of the 
license. 

 
Is the consumption of medical cannabis allowed at the premises of a license dispensary? 
 

 No; consumption on the premises is not allowed.  The regulations require patients to sign a statement 
that they understand that they are not immune from any prohibition on smoking cannabis in a public 
place or in a motor vehicle, or on private property where it is prohibited by the property owner.   
Dispensary operators who violate the regulations or medical cannabis law are subject to fine and the 
suspension or revocation of their license.   

 

Regarding zoning and planning approvals, when do I need to provide them to the Commission as part 
of my license application? 

 Evidence that the licensed premises comply with all zoning planning requirements does not need to be 
finalized until stage 2 of the application process.  

I have located property for my dispensary that is zoned for commercial purposes. Is that satisfactory to 
the commission? 

 The Commission will rely upon the zoning and planning approval issued by the local jurisdiction. The 
local jurisdiction will determine whether a zoning designation that permits retail or commercial activity 
includes dispensing of medical cannabis. The applicant should take steps to assure that the local 
jurisdiction has interpreted its zoning code to mean that a commercial or retail zoning designation 
includes dispensing medical cannabis.  
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Why do the Maryland regulations exclude “food” from the permissible types of medical cannabis-
infused products? Does this mean that all edible forms of medical cannabis are banned? 

 No. Licensed processors will produce cannabis in forms, such as extracts, oils, and tinctures. Some of 
those products would be suitable for patients and caregivers to use at home to make a wide variety of 
edible forms of cannabis. Some of these could also be flavored to increase palatability, Patients will 
need appropriate guidance and education about edible products. 

 All “food” produced or sold in Maryland is regulated by the Maryland Office of Food Safety. The 
Commission has not developed regulations regarding the production of medical cannabis in forms like 
food.  

 

Why do persons who want to volunteer to work at a licensed medical cannabis grower facility or 
licensed medical cannabis dispensary have to submit to a criminal background check? Who is a 
“volunteer?” 

 

 The General Assembly described all the persons who work or are affiliated with a licensed medical 
cannabis grower in the definition of “medical cannabis grower agent” to include “an owner, an 
employee, a volunteer, an officer, or a director.” Similarly, the General Assembly defined “dispensary 
agent” to mean “an owner, a member, an employee, a volunteer, an officer, or a director.”  The General 
Assembly also required that all grower agents and dispensary agents have a criminal background 
check. 

 

The application for a grower, processor and dispensary license requires “a record of tax payments in 
all jurisdictions in which an applicant has operated as a business for the 5 years before the filing of the 
application.”  Does this mean that only applicants that have been in business for five years can apply 
for a grower, processor or dispensary license? 

 No. If an applicant is a newly created corporation, then the applicant would not have any record of 
taxes paid, and the application is satisfied by noting that fact. If the applicant has been in business for 
two years, then it should have a record of having paid taxes for the prior two years. If the applicant has 
been in business for 15 years, then it need only provide the record of payments for the past 5 years. 

 

The Applications for a grower, processor or dispensary license require a “preliminary site plan,” a 
“security plan,” a “plan for quality control,” a “plan for inventorying, safekeeping and tracking,” and a 
“disposal plan.”  This seems to suggest that the “security plan” would involve an architectural 
drawing. But if the actual premises won’t be leased until after the issuance of a pre-approval for a 
license, would those drawings may need to be drawn twice? Is this correct? 

 No. To be consistent, the regulation requires “a plan for security.” The Commission is not looking for a 
drawing, but instead is looking for a narrative of the plan for security that will spell out how the applicant 
will comply with the regulations governing safety, security, lighting, surveillance, training, etc. 
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D. The Commission, after review of the criminal history record 

information, may disqualify any prospective registered dispensary 

agent from registration for an absence of good moral character. 

.04 Registered Dispensary Agent Identification Cards. 

A. The Commission shall issue to each registered dispensary agent 

a identification card that shall include a photograph of the face of the 

registered dispensary agent taken no more than 6 months before the 

date of the application. 

B. At all times at the premises of a licensee every registered 

dispensary agent shall visibly wear the identification card issued to 

the registered dispensary agent by the Commission. 

C. The identification card shall be renewed every 2 years. 

D. If a registered dispensary agent’s identification card is lost, 

destroyed or stolen, within 24 hours of becoming aware of the loss, 

destruction or theft, the licensee shall: 

(1) Report the loss, destruction or theft to a the Commission; 

(2) Apply for a replacement card; and  

(3) Pay a replacement card fee specified in COMAR 10.62.35. 

E. An identification card remains the property of the Commission 

and the Commission may order the return or seizure of an 

identification card if the registration is revoked or expires. 

F. If a registered dispensary agent’s identification card is lost, 

destroyed, or stolen, a copy of notification to the Commission shall 

be evidence of registration until a new card is obtained from the 

Commission.  

.05 Termination. 

A. As soon as possible upon termination of a registered dispensary 

agent’s association with a licensee, the licensee shall: 

(1) Take custody of the terminated registered dispensary 

agent’s identification card;  

(2) Obtain any keys or other entry devices from the terminated 

registered dispensary agent; and 

(3) Ensure the terminated registered dispensary agent can no 

longer gain access to the premises of the licensee.  

B. Within 1 business day of the termination of a registered 

dispensary agent’s association with a licensee, the licensee shall: 

(1) Notify the Commission: 

(a) Of the termination and the circumstances of a 

termination; and 

(b) Whether the terminated registered dispensary agent has 

returned the agent’s identification card; and 

(2) Initiate delivery of the terminated registered dispensary 

agent’s identification card to the Commission. 

C. The Commission shall revoke a identification card of a 

dispensary agent upon receiving notification that a dispensary agent 

is no longer associated with a licensee. 

D. If a registered dispensary agent did not return the agent’s 

identification card within 30 days, the Commission shall notify the 

Maryland State Police and place a notice in the register of that fact. 

.06 Prospective Dispensary Agent Drug Screen. 

A. The licensee shall require a prospective dispensary agent to 

submit to a drug screen before commencement of association. 

B. The drug screen shall be carried out following the procedures 

set forth in COMAR 17.04.09.04—.08. 

C. In addition to the drugs to be be screened in accordance with 

the procedures set forth in COMAR 17.09.04-.08, the screen shall 

include any other drugs as required by the Commission. 

D. Unless medically justified, a prospective dispensary agent who 

has a positive response to any tested substance on a drug screen that 

meets the requirements of COMAR 17.04.09.07 may not be registered 

by the Commission. 

.07 Registered Dispensary Agent Training. 

A. The licensee shall train all registered dispensary agents on: 

(1) Federal and State medical cannabis laws and regulations 

and other laws and regulations pertinent to the dispensary agent’s 

responsibilities;  

(2) Standard operating procedures; 

(3) Detection and prevention of diversion of medical cannabis; 

(4) Security procedures; and 

(5) Safety procedures, including responding to; 

(a) A medical emergency; 

(b) A fire; 

(c) A chemical spill; and  

(d) A threatening event such as: 

(i) An armed robbery; 

(ii) An invasion; 

(iii) A burglary; or  

(iv) Any other criminal incident. 

B. Every 12 months registered dispensary agents shall be 

educated on the most recent data regarding: 

(1) The pharmacology of cannabis and its active components; 

(2) The potential therapeutic and adverse effects of medical 

cannabis; 

(3) Dosage forms of medical cannabis and their 

pharmacodynamic impact; 

(4) Potential drug interactions and consumer safety issues with 

marijuana use; and 

(5) Recognition of symptoms of substance use disorders and 

acute intoxication. 

C. The licensee shall retain training materials and attendance 

records and make the training materials available for inspection by 

the Commission. 

.08 Alcohol and Drug Free Workplace Policy.  

A. A registered dispensary agent shall declare in writing that the 

registered dispensary agent shall adhere to the State alcohol and 

drug free workplace policy, as identified in COMAR 21.11.08.03. 

B. The licensee shall retain the declaration in the registered 

dispensary agent’s personnel record. 

.09 Annual Verification of Registered Dispensary Agents. 

Every year, on a date determined by the Commission, the licensee 

shall notify the Commission that the licensee has verified that no 

registered dispensary agent has been convicted of a felony drug 

offense. 

 

10.62.27 Licensed Dispensary Premises 

Authority: Health General Article, §§13–3301, 13-3302 and 13–3307, 
Annotated Code of Maryland 

.01 Definitions. 

A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meaning indicated. 

B. Terms Defined.  

(1) “License” means a license issued by the Commission to 

operate as a dispensary. 

(2) “Licensee” means a licensed dispensary. 

.02 Premises Generally. 

A. The premises of a licensee shall be located within Maryland. 

B. The premises of a licensed dispensary shall be separate from 

the premises of a licensed processor. 

C. The dispensary license shall be displayed at the location where 

the licensee is authorized to operate. 

D. The premises and operations of a licensee shall conform to all 

local zoning and planning requirements.  

E. No major renovation or modification shall be undertaken 

without notification to the Commission. 
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.03 Security of Premises. 

The premises of a licensee shall be constructed to prevent 

unauthorized entry. 

.04 Secure Room. 

A. A licensed dispensary shall contain a secure room to store the 

medical cannabis inventory. 

B. The secure room: 

(1) Shall be constructed of concrete or similar building 

material that prevents unauthorized entry; 

(2) May not be placed adjacent to an exterior wall of the 

premises; and 

(3) Shall have only one entrance door that: 

(a) Meets commercial security standards; 

(b) Is equipped with a cipher or chip-activated keyed lock or 

equivalent; and 

(c) Is not visible from public areas of the premises. 

C. Other than while the licensed dispensary is open for business 

and 1 hour before and 1 hour after, the inventory of medical 

cannabis shall be stored in the secure room. 

.05 Security Lighting. 

Lighting fixtures of the licensee shall be designed and installed to 

ensure proper surveillance.  

.06 Security Alarm Systems. 

A. A licensee shall maintain a security alarm system that covers 

all perimeter entry points, windows and portals at the premises. 

B. The security alarm system shall be: 

(1) Continuously monitored;  

(2) Capable of detecting smoke and fire; 

(3) Capable of detecting power loss. 

C. The security alarm system shall include panic alarm devices 

mounted at convenient, readily-accessible locations throughout the 

licensed premises. 

D. A second, independent alarm system shall be used to protect: 

(1) The location where records are stored on-site; 

(2) The location where records are stored off-site; and  

(3) Any secure room that holds medical cannabis. 

E. The security alarm system shall remain operational until the 

premises of the licensee no longer have any medical cannabis on the 

premises. 

F. All security alarm systems shall be equipped with auxiliary 

power sufficient to maintain operation for at least 48 hours. 

.07 Video Surveillance Requirements. 

A. A licensee shall maintain a motion-activated video surveillance 

recording system at the premises that: 

(1) Records all activity in images of high quality and high 

resolution capable of clearly revealing facial detail; 

(2) Operates 24-hours a day, 365 days a year without 

interruption; and 

(3) Provides a date and time stamp for every recorded frame. 

B. A licensee shall post appropriate notices advising visitors of the 

video surveillance. 

C. A surveillance camera shall be located and operated to capture 

activity at each exit from the premises. 

D. A surveillance camera shall capture activity at each entrance 

to an area where medical cannabis is packaged, tested, processed, 

stored or dispensed. 

E. A recording of all images captured by each surveillance 

camera shall be kept at: 

(1) The licensed premises; and 

(2) An off-site location. 

F. Recordings of security video surveillance shall be:  

(1) Access-limited; 

(2) Secured by a security alarm system that is independent of 

the main premises security alarm system; 

(3) In a format that can be easily accessed for investigational 

purposes; and  

(4) Retained for a minimum of 30 calendar days.  

G. Any recording of security video surveillance shall be made 

available to the Commission or law enforcement agency for just 

cause as requested. 

.08 Licensed Dispensary Premises Organization.  

A. A licensee shall divide the licensed dispensary premises 

between a public zone and an operations zone. 

B. Public Zone. 

(1) The public zone shall have:  

(a) A waiting area open to the general public; and 

(b) A service area in which a qualifying patient or caregiver 

may consult with a registered dispensary agent and receive medical 

cannabis. 

(2) The licensed dispensary shall restrict entry into the service 

area to qualifying patients and caregivers. 

(3) The licensed dispensary’s hours of business shall be 

displayed at the entrance to the public zone.  

C. Operations Zone. 

(1) All operations other than consulting with qualifying 

patients and caregivers and dispensing medical cannabis shall be 

carried out in the operations zone. 

(2) The operations zone shall be appropriately divided into 

separate areas for: 

(a) Medical cannabis storage; 

(b) Medical cannabis preparation and packaging; 

(c) Use by dispensary agents for breaks; and 

(d) Changing clothing and dispensary agent lockers. 

(3) Tamper-evident logbooks or electronic identification logs 

shall document the movement of persons to and from the operations 

zone. 

D. Appropriate signage shall clearly delineate the separate zones. 

E. Doors and other access points between zones shall be secured.  

F. Security alarms systems and video surveillance, as described in 

Regulations .06 and .07 of this chapter, shall be used to monitor the 

separation between zones. 

G. All medical cannabis, other than that being displayed, being 

processed, or being dispensed during business hours, shall be kept in 

a secure room.  

H. No individual other than a registered dispensary agent may 

handle the inventory in a display case or elsewhere in the dispensary 

until dispensed. 

.09 Visitor to a Non-Public Area of the Premises. 

A. When a visitor is admitted to a non-public area of the premises 

of a licensee, a registered dispensary agent shall: 

(1) Log the visitor in and out; 

(2) Retain with the log a photocopy of the visitor’s government-

issued identification;  

(3) Continuously visually supervise the visitor while on the 

premises; and 

(4) Ensure that the visitor does not touch any medical 

cannabis. 

B. The licensee shall maintain a log of all visitors to non-public 

areas for 2 years. 

 



PROPOSED ACTION ON REGULATIONS 

840 

MARYLAND REGISTER, VOLUME 42, ISSUE 13, FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2015 

10.62.28 Licensed Dispensary Operations 

Authority: Health General Article, §§13–3301, 13-3302 and 13–3307, 

Annotated Code of Maryland 

.01 Definitions.  

A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meaning indicated.  

B. Terms Defined. 

(1) “Dispensary supervisor” means the registered dispensary 

agent designated by the licensed dispensary to supervise dispensary 

operations. 

(2) “Licensee” means a licensed dispensary. 

(3) “Receiving licensee” means the licensee that receives the 

shipment. 

(4) “Shipping licensee” means the licensee that receives the 

shipment. 

.02 Standard Operating Procedure. 

A. A licensee shall: 

(1) Establish a standard operating procedure for all aspects of 

the receipt, storage, packaging, labeling, handling, tracking and 

dispensing of products containing medical cannabis and medical 

cannabis waste;  

(2) Create and use a perpetual inventory control system that 

identifies and tracks the licensee’s stock of medical cannabis from the 

time it is delivered or produced to the time it is delivered to another 

licensee, a licensed grower, or a qualifying patient or caregiver; and 

(3) Train each registered dispensary agent in the standard 

operating procedure and retain attendance records. 

B. A copy of the standard operating procedure shall be readily 

available on site for inspection by the Commission. 

.03 Receipt of Products Containing Cannabis.  

A. A licensee or licensed grower that dispenses medical cannabis 

to patients may not: 

(1) Acquire medical cannabis from an individual or entity in 

Maryland other than a licensee;  

(2) Acquire medical cannabis from outside of Maryland unless 

authorized by the Commission; or 

(3) Transport medical cannabis to any place outside of 

Maryland. 

B. A receiving licensee shall detail in the standard operating 

procedure the steps set forth in §§C, D, and H of this regulation, or 

their equivalent, and a shipping licensee shall detail in its standard 

operating procedure the steps set forth in §C—H of this regulation, 

or their equivalent, to assure: 

(1) The integrity of the shipment of products containing 

cannabis; 

(2) The integrity of the electronic manifest and inventory 

control system; and 

(3) The quality of the products in the shipment.  

C. Upon arrival of a medical cannabis transport vehicle, the 

transportation agent shall notify an appropriate registered 

dispensary agent or registered grower agent to continue the chain of 

custody of the shipment of products containing cannabis. 

D. An agent of the receiving licensee shall: 

(1) Log into the electronic manifest; 

(2) Take custody of a shipment of products containing 

cannabis; 

(3) Confirm that: 

(a) The transportation agent is carrying appropriate 

identification;  

(b) The packaging is secure, undamaged, and appropriately 

labeled; 

(c) Each package in the shipment is labeled as described in 

the electronic manifest; and 

(d) The contents of the shipment are as described in the 

electronic manifest; 

(4) Record the confirmations in the electronic manifest; 

(5) Obtain in the electronic manifest the signature or the 

identification number of the transportation agent who delivers the 

shipment; 

(6) Record in the electronic manifest the date and time the 

receiving agent takes custody of the shipment; 

(7) Enter the products containing cannabis into the inventory 

control system; 

(8) Segregate the items in the shipment from the inventory until 

the item can be inspected; 

(9) Inspect each item to ensure that the packaging of each item 

is undamaged, accurate and complete; and  

(10) Upon determining the item passes inspection, release the 

item into the inventory.  

E. The transportation agent shall provide a copy of the electronic 

manifest for the shipment to the receiving licensee. 

F. The transportation agent shall provide the completed electronic 

manifest to the shipping licensee. 

G. The shipping licensee shall retain the electronic manifest for 

the shipment for 5 years. 

H. Discrepancy in the Shipment. 

(1) If the licensee finds evidence of a theft or diversion within 1 

business day the licensee shall report the theft or diversion to the 

Commission and to the Maryland State Police. 

(2) Within 30 business days of discovering the discrepancy, the 

licensee shall: 

(a) Complete an investigation; 

(b) Amend the licensee’s standard operating procedures, if 

necessary; and 

(c) Send a report of the investigation to the Commission. 

(3) The shipping licensee shall submit to the Commission: 

(a) Within 7 business days of the observation of the 

discrepancy, a preliminary report of an investigation of a 

discrepancy; and 

(b) Within 30 business days a final report of the 

investigation. 

.04 Sanitary Storage of Medical Cannabis.  

A. A licensee shall maintain the cleanliness of any building or 

equipment used to store or display medical cannabis. 

B. A registered dispensary agent shall:  

(1) Comply with the standard operating procedure to maintain 

the medical cannabis free from contamination; and  

(2) Report to a supervisor any personal health condition that 

might compromise the cleanliness or quality of the medical cannabis 

the dispensary agent might handle. 

C. A licensee shall separately store in the secure room until 

disposed of any medical cannabis: 

(1) That is outdated, damaged, deteriorated, misbranded, or 

adulterated; or 

(2) Whose containers or packages have been improperly or 

accidentally opened. 

.05 Equipment Sanitation, Accuracy and Maintenance Logs. 

A. The licensee shall maintain the sanitation of equipment that 

comes in contact with medical cannabis to prevent contamination in 

accordance with the approved standard operating procedure. 

B. Pursuant to the approved standard operating procedure, the 

licensee shall require that: 

(1) Automatic, mechanical, or electronic equipment is routinely 

calibrated and periodically checked to ensure proper performance; 

and 

(2) Any scale, balance, or other measurement device is 

routinely calibrated and periodically checked to ensure accuracy. 
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C. Pursuant to the approved standard operating procedure, the 

licensee shall maintain an accurate log recording the: 

(1) Cleaning of equipment; 

(2) The maintenance of equipment; and 

(3) The calibration of equipment. 

 

10.62.29 Licensed Dispensary Packaging and 

Labeling for Distribution 

Authority: Health General Article, §§13–3301, 13-3302 and 13–3307, 

Annotated Code of Maryland 

.01 Packaging Medical Cannabis for Distribution to a Qualifying 

Patient or Caregiver. 

A. A licensed dispensary may only distribute medical cannabis in 

a package that complies with the requirements and restrictions of 

§B—F of this regulation. 

B. Packaging Requirements. A package of medical cannabis for 

distribution to a qualifying patient or caregiver shall: 

(1) Be plain; 

(2) Be opaque; 

(3) If appropriate or requested by a qualifying patient or 

caregiver, be child-resistant; 

(4) Identify the licensee that produced the medical cannabis 

finished product or that grew the medical cannabis in the package; 

(5) Bear a finished-product lot number and an expiration date; 

(6) Bear a clear warning that: 

(a) The contents may be lawfully consumed only by the 

qualifying patient named on the attached label; 

(b) It is illegal for any person to possess or consume the 

contents of the package other than the qualifying patient; and 

(c) It is illegal to transfer the package or contents to any 

person other than for a caregiver to transfer it to a qualifying 

patient; 

(7) Bear a clear warning to keep the package and its contents 

away from children; 

(8) Bear the Maryland Poison Control Center emergency 

telephone number; 

(9) Bear the telephone number of the licensee to call to report 

an adverse patient event; 

(10) If applicable, bear any allergen warning or nutrition 

labeling required by law; 

(11) If applicable, bear a listing of the non-medical cannabis 

ingredients; 

(12) Bear a conspicuous itemization, including weight, of all 

cannabinoid and terpene ingredients specified for the product; and 

(13) Bear a personalized label for the qualifying patient. 

C. Packaging Prohibitions. A package of medical cannabis for 

distribution to a qualifying patient or caregiver may not: 

(1) Bear any resemblance to the trademarked, characteristic or 

product-specialized packaging of any commercially available candy, 

snack, baked good or beverage; 

(2) Bear any statement, artwork or design that could 

reasonably mislead any person to believe that the package contains 

anything other an a medical cannabis finished product; 

(3) Bear any seal, flag, crest, coat of arms, or other insignia 

that could reasonably mislead any person to believe that the product 

has been endorsed, manufactured, or used by any State, county or 

municipality or any agency thereof; or 

(4) Bear any cartoon, color scheme, image, graphic or feature 

that might make the package attractive to children. 

D. Information printed on the package shall be in English, in 

letters at least one-sixteenth of an inch high. 

E. If a statement of the presence of any cannabinoid is expressed 

as a percentage of the total weight of the contents and the 

concentration of the cannabinoid is less than 1 percent, the 

percentage shall be written with a leading zero before the decimal 

point. 

F. At a licensed dispensary medical cannabis may only be 

prepared or re-packaged in an area of the operations zone designed, 

maintained, and used exclusively for such purposes.  

.02 Label for Distribution to a Qualifying Patient. 

A. A licensee shall print a label for a package of medical cannabis 

for a qualifying patient in English in letters no less than one-sixteenth 

of an inch high. If requested by a qualifying patient or caregiver, the 

licensee may also print a label in another language. 

B. A licensee may not distribute a package of medical cannabis 

without a label securely attached.  

C. A licensee shall state on a label of a package of medical 

cannabis: 

(1) The name of the qualifying patient; 

(2) The name of the certifying physician; 

(3) The name of the licensee where the product was dispensed; 

(4) The date that the medical cannabis was dispensed; 

(5) The name of the product; 

(6) The strength of applicable cannabinoid and terpene 

compounds: 

(a) Displayed in units appropriate to the dosage form; and 

(b) Concentrations of any cannabinoid of less than one 

percent shall be printed with a leading zero before the decimal point; 

(7) The quantity of medical cannabis dispensed, displayed in 

units appropriate to the dosage form; 

(8) Any directions for use of the product; and 

(9) The instructions for proper storage or handling of the 

product. 

D. Any other information required by the dispensary at its 

discretion may be provided in a patient insert.  

E. The label may not: 

(1) Contain any false or misleading statement or design; or 

(2) Include any statement, image or design that may not be 

included on the package. 

 

10.62.30 Dispensing Medical Cannabis  

Authority: Health General Article, §§13–3301, 13-3302, 13-3307, 13-3313 
and 13–3314, Annotated Code of Maryland 

.01 Use of Written Certification. 

A dispensary shall notify the Commission that a qualifying patient 

or caregiver has presented a written certification at that dispensary 

or has requested a delivery based upon a written certification. 

.02 Visitor and Activity at a Licensed Dispensary. 

A. In the service area of a licensed dispensary, a registered 

dispensary agent shall: 

(1) Escort a member of the public; and  

(2) Maintain visual contact at all times. 

B. A licensed dispensary may not permit the consumption of 

medical cannabis at the licensed premises.  

.03 Procedure for Dispensing Medical Cannabis. 

A. A registered dispensary agent shall dispense medical cannabis 

only to a qualifying patient or caregiver who has presented a 

government-issued identification card. 

B. Before any distribution of medical cannabis, a dispensary agent 

shall query the Commission data network and verify that: 

(1) The qualifying patient or caregiver is currently registered;  

(2) A certifying physician issued a valid written certification to 

the qualifying patient, and 

(3) The amount of medical cannabis that has already been 

dispensed pursuant to the written certification. 
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C. A dispensary agent may provide information on: 

(1) The available types of medical cannabis, cannabis varieties, 

and medical cannabis finished products; 

(2) Methods by which medical cannabis can be taken; and  

(3) How unused cannabis may be returned for disposal. 

D. 30-Day Supply. 

(1) A qualifying patient or caregiver may obtain a portion of a 

30-day supply at any time once the written certification is presented 

to a licensed dispensary, provided the portion being sought when 

added to portions previously obtained does not exceed a 30-day 

supply.  

(2) The dispensary agent shall enter the weight of usable 

cannabis or the weight of ∆9-Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) dispensed 

in the Commission data network. 

E. A registered dispensary agent may decline to dispense 

medical cannabis to a qualifying patient or caregiver if, in the 

professional opinion of the registered dispensary agent, the 

patient or caregiver appears to be currently under the influence 

of drugs or alcohol. 

F. A licensed dispensary may not distribute a sample of medical 

cannabis.  

G. If not used to purchase medical cannabis within 120 days of 

issuance, a written certification becomes null and void. 

.04 Delivery of Medical Cannabis to a Qualifying Patient or 

Caregiver. 

A. A qualifying patient or caregiver shall first telephone a 

registered dispensary to request the delivery of medical cannabis: 

(1) The qualifying patient or caregiver shall provide 

identification that a dispensary agent can verify by means established 

by the Commission; and 

(2) The qualifying patient or caregiver shall also provide a 

complete and verifiable delivery address. 

B. During the telephone conversation with the qualifying 

patient or caregiver, a registered dispensary agent may provide 

information on: 

(1) The available types of medical cannabis, cannabis varieties, 

and medical cannabis finished products: 

(2) Methods by which medical cannabis can be used; and 

(3) How unused cannabis may be returned for disposal. 

C. Before any delivery of medical cannabis, a dispensary agent 

shall query the Commission data network and verify that: 

(1) The qualifying patient or caregiver is currently 

registered;  

(2) A certifying physician issued a valid written certification to 

the qualified patient; and 

(3) The amount of medical cannabis requested does not exceed 

the 30-day supply; 

D. 30-Day Supply. 

(1) A qualifying patient or caregiver may obtain by delivery a 

portion of a 30-day supply at any time once the written certification 

is presented to a licensed dispensary, provided the portion being 

sought for delivery when added to portions previously obtained does 

not exceed a 30-day supply. 

(2) The dispensary agent shall enter the weight dispensed in the 

Commission data network prior to delivery. 

E. Only a qualified patient or caregiver may accept delivery of 

medical cannabis. 

F. Only a registered dispensary agent may deliver medical 

cannabis. 

.05 Attestation by Qualifying Patient or Caregiver. 

A. Before medical cannabis is dispensed, either in person or by 

delivery, a qualifying patient or caregiver shall attest that the 

qualifying patient or caregiver understand that the qualifying patient 

and caregiver are not immune from the imposition of any civil, 

criminal, or other penalties for the following:  

(1) Operating, navigating, or being in actual physical control 

of any motor vehicle, aircraft, or boat while under the influence of 

medical cannabis; 

(2) Smoking medical cannabis in any public place; 

(3) Smoking medical cannabis in a motor vehicle; or  

(4) Undertaking any task under the influence of medical 

cannabis, when doing so would constitute negligence or professional 

malpractice; 

(5) Smoking medical cannabis on a private property that: 

(a) Is rented from a landlord; and 

(b) Is subject to a policy that prohibits the smoking of 

medical cannabis or marijuana on the property; or 

(6) Smoking medical cannabis on a private property that is 

subject to a policy that prohibits the smoking of medical cannabis on 

the property of an attached dwelling adopted by: 

(a) The board of directors of the council of unit owners of a 

condominium regime; or  

(b) The governing body of a homeowners association. 

B. As used in §A(5) and (6) of this regulation, vaporization of 

medical cannabis is not smoking. 

C. Before medical cannabis is dispensed, a qualifying patient or 

caregiver shall attest that the qualifying patient or caregiver 

understands that: 

(1) The qualifying patient or caregiver shall: 

(a) Keep all medical cannabis away from children other 

than the qualifying patient; and  

(b) Take steps to prevent children from obtaining or using 

medical cannabis; 

(2) It is illegal to transfer medical cannabis to any person, 

other than the transfer by a caregiver to a qualifying patient; 

(3) Obtaining medical cannabis does not exempt a qualifying 

patient or caregiver from prosecution under Federal law and the 

penalties provided by Federal law;  

(4) Scientific research has not established the safety of the use 

of medical cannabis by pregnant women; and 

(5) The use of medical cannabis to treat a medical condition is 

not approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

.06 Dispensing Controls. 

A. In cases of delivery, at the point of delivery a qualified patient 

or caregiver shall display identification to the delivering dispensary 

agent.  

B. The qualifying patient or caregiver shall sign a receipt for the 

medical cannabis. 

C. The dispensary agent and the qualifying patient or caregiver 

shall each retain a copy of the receipt. 

D. A registered dispensary agent shall record in the inventory 

control and in the Commission data network each item dispensed 

including lot and batch number and the weight of medical cannabis 

that was dispensed. 

.07 Limit on Transfer of Medical Cannabis. 

A licensee or registered dispensary agent may not transfer any 

medical cannabis to any person if the licensee or registered 

dispensary agent knows, or may have reason to know, that the 

transfer or the medical cannabis does not comply with any provision 

of the Health – General Article, Title 13, Subtitle 33, Annotated Code 

of Maryland or this subtitle. 




